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Roberto Poli è professore ordinario dell’Università di Trento. Ha ottenuto la prima Cattedra UNESCO 
sui sistemi anticipanti e dirige il Master in previsione sociale. È Presidente di AFI-Associazione dei 
Futuristi Italiani e -skopìa, start up dell’Università di Trento. È membro della WAAS-World Academy 
of Art and Science. Ha curato l’Handbook of Anticipation (Springer 2019), la più ampia rassegna mai 
pubblicata sui diversi modi in cui scienze, discipline e comunità di pratica usano il futuro, e pubblicato 
sia in italiano che in inglese una introduzione agli studi di futuro, (It: Lavorare con il futuro. Idee e 
strumenti per governare l’incertezza (Egea 2019)). Complessivamente ha pubblicato oltre 250 articoli 
scientifici e otto libri. Sta curando l’Handbook of Futures Studies, che verrà pubblicato da Elgar nel 
2024. 
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                           CV – Roberto POLI 

 Department of Sociology and social research, 26 Verdi street, 38122 Trento, Italy 
 ++39 0461 281403 
 roberto.poli@unitn.it 
 http://unitn.academia.edu/RPoli 
 Sex: M 
 Date of birth: 25/09/1955 
 Nationality: Italian 

Job  Professor of Philosophy of Science 
Education  PhD Utrecht (Alwis. Ontology for Knowledge Engineers) (2001) 
  B.A. in Sociology, with honors (Il sillogismo pratico in H.-N. Castañeda, 1980) 
Linguistic skills  Mother language: Italian 

 Other languages: English (fluent) 
Department  Director of the Master in Social Foresight (2014—Present) 
  President of the B.A. degree in Social Work (Corso di Studi in Servizio sociale) (2013-2015) 
  Head of the Research Unit eVita (Età della vita) (2013—Present) 

 Member of the Department’s Direction, twice 
Research  Futures Studies and Anticipatory systems (Introduction to Anticipation Study, 
 Springer 2017; (ed.) Handbook of Anticipation (Springer 2019); Working with the 
 future (Bocconi University Press, 2019). 
Publications (overall)  Seven books (Springer, Bocconi University Press, etc.) 
  28 edited books or journal’s special issues (Kluwer, Springer, Ashgate, etc.) 
  More than 300 scientific papers (Futures, Foresight, Journal of Futures Studies, World 
 Futures Review, Philosophy of Science, Poznan Studies in the Philosophy of the Sciences and 
 the Humanities, International Journal of General Systems, Journal of Sociocybernetics, 
 Applied Ontology, E:CO; Bulletin of the Ecological Society of America; International Journal 
 of Human-Computer Studies, Minds and Machines, International Journal of Management 
 Concepts and Philosophy, On the Horizons, Grazer Studien, Brentano Studien, 
 Epistemologia, etc.) 
Publications (recent,  Poli, R., Lavorare con il futuro. Milano, Egea 2019. 
selection)  Poli, R., Working with the future. Milan, Bocconi University Press 2019. 
  Poli, R., (ed.), Handbook of anticipation. New York, Springer 2019. 

 Poli, R., M. Valerio (eds.), Anticipation, agency and complexity, Dordrecht, Springer 2019. 
 Poli, R., A note on the classification of future-related methods, European Journal of future 
 research, 2018, 6-15. 
 Poli, R. Something about science: Mulling over impredicative systems, Ecological complexity, 

2018, 35, 6-12. 
Projects  Coordinator of the EU Life project FRANCA (2016-2019) 
  Local coordinator of four PRIN (1994, 1996, 2000, 2009) 

 Board of Sophia-Europa, a project of the Metanexus Institute (Philadelphia) with 14 
 European Universities and research centers, made possible by the support of the 
 John Templeton Foundation (2007-2010) 

  Coordinator of the local unit of the Japanese project Lyee (1997-1999) 
Projects’ evaluation  Member of the evaluation panel of the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in the 
 Humanities and Social Sciences (NIAS), part of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and 
 Science (KNAW) (2020-) 

 Member of the evaluation panel of ERC-Starting grants 2020 
 External referee for projects submitted to the Research Council of Canada (section Social 

Sciences and Humanities) 
 External referee for projects submitted to the NWO Council for the Humanities (The 

 
 



 

Netherlands) 
 External referee for projects submitted to the National Council for Scientific Research of the 

Romanian Government 
 External referee for projects submitted to the Polish Narodowe Centrum Nauki (National 

Science Centre) 
  External referee for projects submitted to the Austrian Science Fund 
Presentations (academic)  Invited to lecture (occasionally more than once) by academic institutions or for academic 
 events in Aarhus, Athens, Bari, Belo Horizonte, Bologna, Bristol, Cardiff, Catania, 

Copenhagen, Cork, Cracow, Den Haag, El Paso, Foggia, Granada, Guangzhou, Hamburg, 
Isfahan (Iran), Istanbul, Ivrea, Iwate (Japan), Kaliningrad, Katowice, Kish, Leipzig, London 
(Canada), Lecce, Leipzig, Liege, Limerick, Lincoln, London, Lublin, Lugano, Lyon, Madrid, 
Montreal, Moscow, Nyborg (Denmark), Oxford, Orlando, Paris, Perugia, Philadelphia, 
Phoenix, Pisa, Rome, Salerno, Salzburg, San Marino, Sibiu (Romania), Sofia, Stellenbosch 
(South Africa), Teheran, Tokyo, Trieste, Trolhatten (Sweden), Tübingen, Turin, Urbino, Varna, 
Vicenza, Warsaw, Waterville, Wien, Würzburg, and Zaragoza 

Presentations and courses  SNA-Scuola Nazionale dell’Amministrazione, Roma 
(professional, selection, Italy  TSM-Trentino School of Management, Trento 
only)  CASD-Centro Alti Studi Difesa, Roma 
  Scuola di informazione per la sicurezza della Repubblica, Roma 
  Confalbergatori, Trento; Confcommercio, Treviso; Confindustria, Belluno; etc. 
  Cisl, Milano 

 Unipol, Bologna; Bper, Modena 
 Pearson, Loro Piana, etc 

Honors and awards  First UNESCO Chair in Anticipatory Systems 
  Fellow of WAAS—World Academy of Art and Science 

 Fellow of STIAS—Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study 
 Fellow IAS-Institute for Advanced Studies, University of Bristol (IAS Benjamin Meaker 
 Visiting Professorship (BMVP) 2014-2015) 
 President AFI-Associazione dei Futuristi Italiani (2018-Present) 
 President –skopìa, start up of UNITN (2015-Present) 

  Elected President of the Nicolai Hartmann Society (2010-2014) 
  Member of the Academic board of the Metanexus Institute, Philadelphia (2008-2010) 
Memberships  Association of Professional Futurists 
  World Futures Studies Federation 

 Nicolai Hartmann Society 
 SILFS—Società Italiana di Logica e Filosofia della Scienza 

Editorial responsibilities  Editor-in-chief of Axiomathes (Springer) 
  Editor-in-chief of the Handbook of Anticipation (Springer) 

 Editor-in-chief of the series Anticipation Science (Springer) 
 Editor-in-chief of the series Categories (De Gruyter) 
 Editorial board of the journal Futures 
 Editorial board of the journal European Journal of Futures Research 
 Editorial board of the journal Balkan Journal of Philosophy 

  Editorial board of the journal European Journal of Political Culture 
Visiting  Invited professor to Bristol University, 2015 
  STIAS—Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study (2014, 2016, 2019) 
  Department of Philosophy of the University of Texas at El Paso (2007) 
  École normale supérieure Lettres et Sciences humaines, Lyon (2007) 
  Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig (2006) 
  Department of Mathematics of McGill University, Montreal (1999) 
  Department of Logic of the Jagiellonian University, Cracow (1990) 
  Forschungsstelle und Dokumentationszentrum für Österreichische Philosophie, Graz 
 (1988) 

 Department of Philosophy of Indiana University, Bloomington (1987) 
 
 



 

Courses  Social Foresight (Previsione sociale) (2010-2011—present) 
  Future Lab (Laboratorio di futuro) (2017-2018 – present) 

 Philosophy of science / Epistemology of the social sciences (2007-2008—present) 
 Applied Ethics (Etica professionale) (2003-2004—2016-2017) 
 Introduction to philosophy (Propedeutica filosofica) / Philosophy (2003-2004—2013-2014) 

  Philosophy of language (2002-2003—2008-2009) (B.A. in philosophy) 
Il sottoscritto, consapevole delle sanzioni penali nel caso di dichiarazioni non veritiere, di formazione o uso di atti falsi, 
richiamate dall’art. 76 del D.P.R. 445 del 28 dicembre 2000, dichiara che le informazioni contenute nel presente Dossier 
sono veritiere. Il sottoscritto esprime il proprio consenso affinché i dati personali forniti possano essere trattati nel rispetto 
del D.Lgs 196/2003. 

                                       Roberto POLI
(firma autografa omessa ai sensi dell'art. 3 del Dlgs 39/1993)
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