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‘The Bodyguard' conundrum: How should people

behave in the theatre?

Euronews

By Jonny Walfìsz ' Updated: 12/04/2023

The ejection of audience members for unruly audience behaviour, singing along to ‘I Will

Always Love You’ at a Manchester performance of The Bodyguard has put theatre

etiquette into the spotlight again.

This Easter weekend, a performance of The Bodyguard at Manchester’s Palace Theatre

came to an early finish as members of the audience started singing along to the show’s

famous Whitney Houston number. Despite notices telling attendees to “refrain from

singing", multiple members of the audience started to sing, crowding out the vocals of lead

actor and former Pussycat Doll Melody Thornton.

During the song, the stage lights went down, shouting was heard from the balcony, and

when the house lights came up, theatre security were seen haulìng the interruptìve guests

out. Despite that intervention, the show did not go on.

The police were then called by the theatre, not for the unwanted singers, but for

the unprecedented levels of violence exhibited by other audience members demanding the

singers stopped.

A spokesperson for the theatre said the show was cancelled because disruptive fans who

refused to stay seated had spoiled the performance.
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