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New EU law to force smartphone makers to build easily replaceable batteries
Euronews

By Charlotte Elton + Updated: 30/06/2023

The European Union will soon require smartphone manufacturers to let users replace th.eir batteries.
The tough new rules - endorsed by the European Parliament this week - could save millions
of phones from landfill.

Every year, more than 150 million smartphones are thrown away. Making batteries more easy to
replace could stem this deluge of e-waste.

Existing phones seal away batteries within the tablet, meaning replacing them can be nearly as
expensive as buying a new phone. The new measures will help break that cycle of rampant
consumption, MEP Achille Variati declared.

“For the first time, we have circular economy legislation that covers the entire life cycle of a product - an
approach that is good for both the environment and the economy,” he said. “We agreed on measures
that greatly benefit consumers: batteries will be well-functioning, safer and easier to remove.”

Under the legislation, consumers must be able to "easily remove and replace” portable batterie§ used
in devices such as smartphones, tablets, and cameras. This will necessitate a significant redesign.

The smartphone replacement rules are part of a broader system of rules. All electric vehicle and
rechargeable industrial batteries above 2kWh will need to have a compulsory carbon footprint
declaration, label, and digital passport. The parliament also passed new targets for collecting waste
and recovering materials from old batteries. By 2031, 61 per cent of waste must be collected and 95
per cent of materials must be recovered from old portable batteries.

The rules will come into force in 2027.




Terud nr 6 @

Consejos para ahorrar (también) en vacaciones

Para disfrutar al maximo de las vacaciones sin gastar mucho
dinero, conviene seguir una serie de recomendaciones.

Planificar con tiempo qué se quiere hacer durante estas fechas
y reservar con antelacién para comprar billetes baratos de
avién, de tren, de autobus, de barco, y para reservar la estancia
a mejor precio.

Evitar las fechas de temporada alta. Si se viaja, por ejemplo, la
tltima semana de agosto y la primera de septiembre, se puede
ahorrar hasta el 27%, segun datos de Skyscanner.

Aprovechar bonos, descuentos, carnés, tarifas reducidas. Es
habitual que hoteles, compafiias de transporte, agencias de
viajes, restaurantes o supermercados ofrezcan cupones y
codigos de descuento que se activan de forma facil a través de
la web o en la app.

Se trata, en definitiva, de algunos consejos muy sencillos y
eficaces en los que basta aplicar el sentido comun para ahorrar,
incluso en los dias mas relajados del afio.
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