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Are the ways of corruption infinite? 

 

In recent weeks, in Peru, a strong institutional clash is underway that shows the contrast 

between the legislative power and the executive power. A clash of a purely political nature with 

very deep roots. The general elections of April-June 2016 had returned the image of a deeply 

divided country: in the ballotage for the presidential elections, Pedro Pablo Kucznski had overcome 

by a very few votes (just over 40 thousand preferences) Keiko Fujimori; in Parliament, however, 

the majority was in the hands of Fujimori's party, Fuerza Popular, with 73 out of 130 

parliamentarians. In March 2018, then, the President of the Republic Kuczynski submitted his 

resignation due to investigations into an alleged money laundering connected to the Brazilian 

scandal Lava Jato. The presidential powers, therefore, passed into the hands of the Vice 

President, Martín Vizcarra. The alleged facts concerned the 2004-2006 period, when Kuczynski 

was a member of the Ministry of the Economy and Finance (first) and (then) held the office of 

President of the Council of Ministers. The attempt to remove Kuczynski from power was pleaded 

especially by the Fuerza Popular movement. Nevertheless, among the main leaders of Fuerza 

Popular there are the Fujimori brothers (sons of the former President of Peru Alberto Fujimori), 

Keiko and Kenji, both investigated for corruption. In a scenario like this, the political confrontation is 

far from being diminished1. 

In fact, in recent weeks the contenders have returned to show their muscles. On the one 

hand, the parliamentary majority has tried to challenge the executive power by promoting names 

for the Constitutional Tribunal very close to Fuerza Popular and the Aprista Party (another 

opposition party that challenged President Vizcarra). As one can read on the columns of the 

Spanish newspaper "El País", quoting the words of the former member of the Constitutional 

Tribunal, César Landa, "the Fuerza Popular and Partido Aprista movements are using the [Court] 

Constitutional with the aim of hindering the anti processes -corruption ", referring to the 

investigations concerning the Fujimori brothers2. And then, President Vizcarra announced the 

dissolution of the Parliament (considering the selection of the candidates of the Constitutional 

Court, unable to guarantee the division of powers), and, on the other hand, the latter approved a 

suspension for 12 months of Vizcarra from the its functions (the Constitution provides for the 

possibility of suspending the Presidency - at the hands of the legislative power - following a 

manifested and “permanent moral or physical incapacity”3. The power, according to the Parliament 

decision, passed into the hands of Vice President Mercedes Aráoz, which quickly has renounced 

his office and, therefore, the powers conferred by the Parliament. 

What emerges from the Peruvian affair, which will surely evolve soon, is that corruption 

seems to cross much of the Latin American political class. A question that has been central to Latin 

American public opinion for a long time, as shown by the surveys released periodically by 

organizations such as the American Lapop (Latin American Public Opinion) of Vanderbilt University 

or the Chilean LatinoBarometro. The latter, for example, in its latest annual report, indicated that a 

                                                           
1  Kuczynski anuncia oficialmente su renuncia por ‘clima de ingobernabilidad’, in «El Comercio», 21/03/2018 [available 

on line at https://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/pedropablokuczynski-renuncia-presidencia-peru-
ingobernabilidad.html, last access 1/10/2019]. 

2  J. Fowks, La oposición peruana maniobra para hacerse con el control del Constitucional, in «El País», 27/09/2019 

[available on line at https://elpais.com/internacional/2019/09/27/america/1569536310_845114.html, last access 
1/10/2019]. 

3  Disolución del Congreso en Perú: 4 claves para entender el enfrentameiento entre Vizcarra y el Parlamento (y lo que 
puede pasar ahora), in «BBCMundo», 2/10/2019 [available on line at https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-

latina-49887706, last access 3/10/2019]. 
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large part of Latin American public opinion (including the public opinion of the larger countries such 

as Brazil and Mexico, without obviously neglecting the aforementioned Perù), thinks that corruption 

represents one of the most important problems for its own State4. A perception, the latter, 

corroborated by the scandals that have emerged in the recent history of Latin America. Among 

these, the corruptions that has created a huge stir in recent years has been the Odebrecht case in 

Brazil - the central case of the Lava Jato investigative operation. The longa manus of the Brazilian 

company Odebrecht has reached eleven Latin American countries and has come to have illegal 

commissions up to Africa, Angola and Mozambique. According to investigations by the US 

Department of Justice, as the magazine América Economía reveals, "Odebrecht paid about 788 

million dollars in illegal commissions for more than a hundred public construction projects"5. This 

case particularly affected the Latin American public opinion due to geographical extension, volume 

of corruption and, in the last period, because it led the company to declare bankruptcy first in Brazil 

and, later, in the United States6. A case that has questioned practically the whole Latin American 

political class, bringing it to the dock, initially media and political and, only in the second instance, 

judiciary. A shame that not everyone has endured: the former Peruvian President, Alan Garcia, 

who was President of Peru for two terms (1985-1990, 2006-2001), took his life just before being 

transferred to prison precisely during the international investigation into corruption linked to the 

Odebrecht case7. 

Odebrecht's is not the only case of corruption in Latin America that has been put in the 

spotlight in recent years. In Argentina, the corruption cases for the Vialidad case directed the 

accusations against the former President (currently candidate for the Vice Presidency) Cristina 

Fernandez de Kirchner for alleged fraud in public infrastructure works8. An critical situation not so 

dissimilar is that of Cristina Kirchner's political opponent, the President of Argentina (currently 

candidate for the Presidency), Mauricio Macri, already touched but then acquitted by the 'Panama 

Papers' case in Argentina, which in recent years has received several attacks for the 'Correo 

Argentino' cause involving his family's business9. 

Even Chile, one of the most economically and politically stable countries in the area, is not 

exempt from corruption scandals. These have shed a new light a system of murky connections 

between public affairs managers and private companies. From the Pentagate (which brought some 

important political figures to jail) to the more recent Sqm case (which uncovered illegitimate 

financing for the electoral political movements of the center-left by the company of the son-in-law of 

Gen. Augusto Pinochet), in Chile the political class is increasingly being questioned10. 

                                                           
4  Corporación Latinobarometro, Informe 2018, Santiago de Cile, Novembre 2018, pp. 58-61 [available on line at 

http://www.latinobarometro.org/latNewsShow.jsp, last access 3/10/2019]. 
5  Conozca la cadena de corrupción de Odebrecht y los casos más destacados en América Latina, in «América 

Economía», 20/11/2018 [available on line at https://www.americaeconomia.com/politica-sociedad/politica/conozca-la-
cadena-de-corrupcion-de-odebrecht-y-los-casos-mas-destacado-en, , last access 3/10/2019]. 

6  En medio de los escándalos de corrupción, Odebrecht se declaró en quiebra, in «Perfíl», 18/06/2019 [available on 
line at https://www.perfil.com/noticias/internacional/corrupcion-odebrecht-se-declaro-quiebra%20.phtml, last access 
3/10/2019]. 

7  J. Fowks, Muere el expresidente peruano Alan García tras pegarse un tiro cuando iba a ser detenido, in «El País», 

19/04/2019 [available on line at https://elpais.com/internacional/2019/04/17/actualidad/1555505137_764885.html, 
last access 3/10/2019]. 

8  On this topic, see the last declarations: Vialidad: arrancaron las indagatorias en juicio contra Cristina, in «Ámbito», 
9/09/2019 [available on line at https://www.ambito.com/vialidad-arrancaron-las-indagatorias-juicio-contra-cristina-
n5053495, last access 3/10/2019]. 

9  Cfr. S. Dapelo, La justicia despegó a Mauricio Macri de los Panamá Papers, in «La Nación», 20/09/2017 [available 
on line at https://www.lanacion.com.ar/politica/la-justicia-despego-a-mauricio-macri-de-los-panama-papers-
nid2064793, last access 3/10/2019]; E. Delfino, Correo: la empresa de los Macri aclaró cuanto le pagaría al Estado, 

in «Perfíl», 24/08/2019 [available on line at https://www.perfil.com/noticias/politica/correo-la-empresa-de-los-macri-
aclaro-cuanto-le-pagaria-al-estado.phtml, last access 3/10/2019]. 

10  Diez años de CNN Chile: Los casos de corrupción que han sacudido al país, in CnnCHile, 6/12/2018 [available on 
line at https://www.cnnchile.com/pais/10-anos-de-cnn-chile-los-casos-de-corrupcion-que-han-sacudido-al-
pais_20181206/, last access 3/10/2019]. 
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The cases of Peru, Brazil, Argentina and Chile exposed so far show the spread of corruption. 

And not only. Recent polls reveal a growing concern about these issues among Latin American 

public opinions. This perception is corroborated by the recent analyzes made public by the 

international organization based in Germany, Transparency International (TI): last September 23rd 

the «Global Corruption Barometer 2019» was published, which analyzes data collected in January 

/ February 2019. TI intended to analyze corruption not only in terms of economic but also in terms 

of depriving people of their "human rights and dignity, such as when citizens are forced to offer 

sexual favors in exchange for public services [... ] - a practice known as sexual extortion or 

'sextortion'». More than half of the surveyed think that corruption has increased during 2018 (the 

values are between the percentage collected between in Venezuelan, 87%, and 37% interviewed 

in Barbados ). Percentages jump, on a regional basis, when respondents are asked to judge 

government corruption: 85% believe that corruption represents a big problem for their country.         

A data, the latter, which should be read in consideration of the fact that 57% of Latin American 

citizens believe that their government is doing a bad job in the fight against corruption. The use of 

corrupt practices by the political world, then, increases with the approach of the elections with the 

use of "fraudulent11 funds for political parties, purchase of votes or the development of fake news 

during the electoral campaign"12. 

This perception, however, is in contrast with what has been declared several times by the 

ruling classes of the Latin American Countries. In April 2018, in fact, at the Eighth Summit of the 

Americas, all the Presidents of the American Countries gathered in Peru, in Lima, where they 

signed a compromise in favor of a "Democratic Governability in relation to Corruption". 

Governments have pledged to guarantee the independence of the judiciary, to fight impunity, to 

promote the inclusion of vulnerable groups in political and social life. Which means, as is clear from 

the document, strengthening the participation of civil society - understood in the widest possible 

form - in the fight against corruption by promoting intergovernmental practices to put a brake on the 

transnational dimension of the phenomenon13. 

On the basis of what established by the Compromise of Lima in 2018, last July during the 

annual meeting of the Alliance of the Pacific an intention to elaborate a sort of black list of private 

companies involved in corrupt practices to what other contracts cannot have public emerged 

clearly. The Colombian President, Iván Duque, declared that "it is our moral duty that [these 

companies] receive a social sanction", showing that the hour of "zero tolerance" towards corruption 

had come14. 

The battle against corruption, however, beyond the declarations (even when corroborated by 

the solemnity of the occasion, as in the case of the annual Alliance for the Pacific meeting) can 

only clash with the reality of the facts. The risk, in fact, is that of wasting the optimistic political 

capital that public opinion still seems to place in the possibility of limiting these practices.               

The TI report shows that in fact "despite the negative experiences, the [Latin American] citizens 

are largely optimistic about the  future. [...] This positive energy can be channeled by empowering  

                                                           
11  Transparency International, Global Corruption Barometer. Latin America & Caribbean 2019. Citizen’s views and 

experiences of corruption, Berlino, settembre 2019, p. 33 [available on line at 

https://www.transparency.org/files/content/pages/2019_GCB_LatinAmerica_Caribbean_Full_Report.pdf, last access 
3/10/2019]. 

12  Ivi, p. 24. 
13  Il testo del Compromiso di Lima «Gobernabilidad Democrática frente a la Corrupción» è disponibile on line alla 

pagina web https://www.viiicumbreperu.org/compromiso-de-lima-gobernabilidad-democratica-frente-a-la-corrupcion/, 
last access 4/10/2019. 

14  Alianza del Pacífico convoca a combatir el proteccionismo y la corrupción, in «Mercopress», 8/07/2019 [available on 
line at https://es.mercopress.com/2019/07/08/alianza-del-pacifico-convoca-a-combatir-el-proteccionismo-y-la-
corrupcion, last access 4/10/2019]. 
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individuals, civil society and the media to spread the news and take part in the fight against 

corruption"15. A risk, in some respects, not so unrealistic considering what happened in recent 

months in Mexico. Last May, President Andrés López Obrador launched the "Institute to Return 

Stolen Things to the People" to auction off assets confiscated from the world of delinquency, to 

corrupt politicians and, in general, from criminal activities. The goal was to reach 62.5 million 

dollars for 2019 to be allocated for the development of the most critical areas (in economic and 

social terms) of the Country16. Just a few days ago, however, López Obrador was dissatisfied with 

the bureaucratic delays that characterized the first months of the program's activities17. 

In short, what emerges is a difficult reality: to eradicate corruption there is a need to start a 

complicated and virtuous process, inconsistent and not always linear. But it is a challenge to which 

the Latin American democracies cannot refrain from giving an answer in order to finally put an end 

to the ways of corruption in the region. 

                                                           
15  Transparency International, Global Corruption Barometer. Latin America & Caribbean 2019. Citizen’s views and 

experiences of corruption, cit., p. 32. 
16  D. Brooks, AMLO: qué es el Instituto para Devolverle al Pueblo lo Robado que instauró el Presidente de México, 

23/05/2019 [available on line at https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-48374340, last access 
4/10/2019]. 

17  Reconoce AMLO que dinero de subastas no se ha entregado, in «W Radio», 6/10/2019 [available on line at 

http://wradio.com.mx/radio/2019/10/07/nacional/1570402750_612652.html, last access 7/10/2019]. 
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