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Eastern Economic Forum: Russia and the economic “pivot to Asia” 

 

In recent years, the progressive deterioration of relations with the United States and with 

European partners has led the Russian Federation to turn its gaze towards Asia, in the search for 

more stable and lasting ties centred on mutual interests. The literature on the alleged Russian 

“pivot to Asia” and its success (or not) at the expense of Western partners is now quite substantial. 

Although Putin estimates that the EU has lost about $ 240 billion in trade with Russia (and Moscow 

$ 50 billion) since the introduction of sanctions in 20141, in the short to medium term it is difficult to 

imagine that Moscow could ignore Europe, which remains its main economic partner2 and 

technology provider. Nevertheless, Moscow is developing a series of partnerships with various 

Asian states with a view to expanding partners and markets and diversifying its economic 

activities3. 

One of the main vectors of this strategy is the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok, 

created in 2015 on the model of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum and aimed at 

opening up new Asian opportunities for Russian companies and Asian companies in Russia, as 

well as strengthening the ties between Russian companies and federal, regional and local 

government agencies on the one hand and international investments on the other hand. A further 

objective of the Forum is to improve the competitiveness of the Russian Far East, a region rich in 

resources but sparsely populated, thus showing investors the new opportunities arising from 

advanced special economic zones, the free port of Vladivostok and state support for high potential 

investment projects4. The Vladivostok Forum is taking on increasing importance, as the contracts 

signed during the 2018 edition amount to over $ 46 billion, against the $ 38 billion of the St. 

Petersburg Forum of the same year5. 

Delegations from 65 states and over 440 companies, with the Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi as guest of honour, took part in the 2019 edition (the 5th) of the Eastern Economic 

Forum entitled "The Far East - Development Horizons", organized by the Roscongress Foundation 

and held from 4 to 6 September at the Far Eastern Federal University (FEFU) of the Russkij Island. 

Overall, 270 agreements were signed for an amount of over $ 53 billion6, a record if compared to 

the previous four editions, even higher than the 2019 edition of the St. Petersburg Forum7. At an 

official level, the importance attributed by the Kremlin to Asian markets is also demonstrated by the 

numerous bilateral meetings organized with regional leaders present at the Forum: from the 

Japanese and Indian prime ministers, Shinzo Abe and the aforementioned Narendra Modi, to the 

                                                           
1  “EU Lost 5 Times More From Sanctions Than Russia, Putin Says”, The Moscow Times, 20/06/2019 

(https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/20/eu-lost-5-times-more-from-sanctions-than-russia-putin-says-a66086).  
2  The volume of trade between Russia and the European Union grew by 20% in 2018, according to data from the 

Russian Ministry of Industry and Commerce, while in April 2019 the same figure increased by 2.2% compared to the 
previous year, according to Eurostat. See: “Russia-EU trade turnover up 20% in 2018”, TASS, 11/03/2019 
(https://tass.com/economy/1048116); “2019 Russian – EU Bilateral Trade Increasing”, Russia Briefing, 27/06/2019 
(https://www.russia-briefing.com/news/2019-russian-eu-bilateral-trade-increasing.html/).  

3  Alexey Khlebnikov, “A Russian Pivot to Asia?”, The National Interest, 01/11/2018 
(https://nationalinterest.org/feature/russian-pivot-asia-34892).  

4  “5th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) held in Vladivostok”, GKToday, 06/09/2019 (https://currentaffairs.gktoday.in/5th-
eastern-economic-forum-eef-held-vladivostok-09201983288.html).  

5  Ibidem. 
6  “Outcomes of the Eastern Economic Forum 2019”, China Daily, 17/09/2019 

(https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201909/17/WS5d803c2ca310cf3e3556bdb7.html).  
7  In the 2019 edition of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum (3-6 June) were signed 745 agreements, for a 

total of 3.271 trillion rubles, equivalent to over $ 51 billion. See: “Outcomes of SPIEF 2019”, St. Petersburg 
International Economic Forum, The Roscongress Foundation (https://forumspb.com/en/news/news/itogi-raboty-pmef-

2019/).  
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president of Mongolia, Khaltmaagiin Battulga, up to the Chinese deputy premier Hu Chunhua and 

the prime minister of Malaysia, Mahathir Mohamad8. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin stressed the importance of measures aimed at supporting 

the Russian Far East, which allowed to attract $ 9.27 billion in investment over the past five years, 

to operate 242 new plants and to create over 39,000 jobs, boosting the five-year industrial growth 

to 23%, almost three times higher than the national average9. Among the sectors that are 

considered as strategic for the development of the region, Russia intends to provide incentives to 

companies involved in advanced refining, as well as to favour aircraft construction, gas refining and 

the petrochemical industry. The Zvezda Shipbuilding Complex, an extension of the existing Zvezda 

shipyard located in the Bolshoi Kamen bay, is expected to contribute to this purpose. Construction 

work began in 2009 and is expected to finish in 2024, at an estimated cost of approximately $ 4.2 

billion10: once completed, the Zvezda should become the largest shipbuilding complex in Russia, 

equipped to build all types of ships, both merchant and military. This complex was also designed to 

facilitate the logistics of naval vessels transiting towards Arctic maritime routes11. In addition, Putin 

has made clear his intention to attract foreign partners to expand the Vostočnyj cosmodrome 

(located in the Amur oblast), the first civilian spaceport designed to reduce Russian dependence 

on the Baikonur space center in Kazakhstan. Moreover, the Federation intends to develop 

partnerships to strengthen the aeronautics industry in the region, where the Komsomolsk-on-Amur 

Aircraft Plant is already present, located in the Russian Far East city of the same name. This 

company is the largest Russian aircraft manufacturer, which builds the Su-27SM/SKM, the Su-

30MK2 multi-role fighters, the Su-33 and Su-27KUB embarked fighters, and the Be-103 

amphibious seaplanes, and will produce the fifth-generation multi-role fighter Su-5712. 

The Eastern Economic Forum has shown a considerable attention to the Arctic region and 

economic projects in the Far North of Russia, mainly from India. Energy cooperation is a priority 

area of the Russian-Indian partnership13. India, one of the largest hydrocarbon consumers in the 

world, needs to diversify its energy supplies: the Arctic fields, to be jointly exploited with Moscow, 

may have influenced New Delhi's decision to join the Arctic Council as a permanent observer14. As 

stated by Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak, Moscow is steadily increasing its energy 

supplies to India: in the first six months of 2019, the export of petroleum products to New Delhi 

increased by 17.6% (amounting to 1.36 million tons) and that of coal increased by 25% (up to 3.05 

million tons). The Indian companies have also expressed their interest in increasing the supply of 

Russian liquefied natural gas (LNG), notably what should come from the future Arctic Lng-2 and 

Arctic Lng-3 plants15.  

The new maxi-project Arctic Lng-2 - costing $ 21 billion, a capacity of almost 20 million tons a 

year, as well as the start of export planned in 2023 - pursues the Russian intent to become a global 

                                                           
8  “Russia: concluso Forum economico orientale, grande attenzione su mercati asiatici”, Agenzia Nova, 06/09/2019 

(https://www.agenzianova.com/a/5d72561daaa0e1.08236257/2593810/2019-09-06/russia-concluso-forum-
economico-orientale-grande-attenzione-su-mercati-asiatici).  

9  “Investments in Russia’s Far East amounted to $9.3 bln in 5 years, says Putin”, TASS, 05/09/2019 
(https://tass.com/economy/1076627).  

10  “Zvezda Shipbuilding Complex, Bolshoi Kamen”, Ship Technology (https://www.ship-technology.com/projects/zvezda-
shipbuilding-complex-bolshoi-kamen/).  

11  “About SSC Zvezda”, Shipbuilding Complex "Zvezda" (http://www.sskzvezda.ru/index.php/en/about).  
12  “Russia's next-generation warplane to make maiden flight in 2009”, Sputnik, 21/01/2019 

(https://sputniknews.com/russia/20090121119740202/).  
13  «Традиционно дружественные отношения»: какие вопросы обсудят Владимир Путин и Нарендра Моди во 

Владивостоке, Russia Today, 03/09/2019 (https://russian.rt.com/world/article/664880-rossiya-indiya-putin-
peregovory?mc_cid=f1b2e3a2e6&mc_eid=966be4b949).  

14  Sergey Sukhankin, Eastern Economic Forum Confirms Strong Foreign Interest in Russian Arctic Territories, 
Jamestown Foundation, Vol. 16, No. 124, September 12, 2019 (https://jamestown.org/program/eastern-economic-
forum-confirms-strong-foreign-interest-in-russian-arctic-territories/).  

15  “Indian companies interested in gas supplies from Arctic LNG-2, Arctic LNG-3”, TASS, 31/08/2019 

(https://tass.com/economy/1075869?mc_cid=f1b2e3a2e6&mc_eid=966be4b949).  
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giant also in the LNG sector, as well as in the pipeline supply, so as to compete directly with US 

shale gas16. Participation in this project (60% of the Russian Novatek; 10% of the French Total; 

10% of the Chinese CNPC; 10% of the Chinese CNOOC; 10% of the Japanese consortium Japan 

Arctic Lng, composed of Mitsui and Jogmec17) testifies that, except for the French Total, the other 

partners are Asians, as Asian should be the destination of a large part (80%) of the future 

production of LNG coming from this plant.  

Narendra Modi's speech highlighted the strengthening of the Indo-Russian agreement, which 

was expressed in various sectors. The head of the Indian executive announced a $ 1 billion line of 

credit for the development of the Russian Far Eastern area, stressing that it is the first such 

measure linked to a specific region of a foreign country that New Delhi has ever adopted. Modi 

added that the involvement of over 150 Indian entrepreneurs has contributed to the identification of 

new horizons of cooperation in the mining, agricultural, timber, paper and tourism sectors, 

highlighting how bilateral cooperation has been diversified over time compared to traditional and 

important sectors of energy and defence18. The Indo-Russian collaboration has reached a new 

level that goes beyond the mere deepening of economic-commercial ties: during Modi's visit to 

Vladivostok, the two countries issued a joint statement in which they agreed to “intensify 

consultations on complementarities between integration and development initiatives in greater 

Eurasian space and in the regions of Indian and Pacific Oceans” in order to build “an equal and 

indivisible security architecture in Asia and the Pacific region”19. From a terminological point of 

view, which nevertheless underlies a geopolitical background, Moscow and New Delhi have 

condensed their respective geopolitical concepts into a (though simple) declaration of intent: the 

“Greater Eurasia” as an integrated macro-region – in the Russian concept – and the Indo-Pacific 

which, although linked semantically to the US and Japanese geopolitical vision, was adopted by 

India and declined in terms of broad and inclusive macro-regional cooperation “from the coasts of 

Africa to those of the Americas”20. Although Russia's partnership with Pakistan and China worries 

India, Moscow and New Delhi have shared interests in ensuring a prosperous and stable Eurasia, 

and to this end they are adopting different initiatives across the continent: from transport corridors, 

in particular the International North – South Transport Corridor (INSTC)21, which became partially 

operational last year, up to regional organizations such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

(SCO), in which India was admitted in 2017 with the support of Moscow. Finally, the Russian Far 

East should serve as a crucial point linking continental and maritime geographies, in the light of the 

Indo-Russian agreement aimed at developing a sea route Vladivostok-Chennai, which can become 

India's springboard to the Northeast Asian market22. 

Japan, which is already participating in the Sakhalin-2 project (Russia's first LNG plant), is 

using the energy lever in order to strengthen its partnership with Russia: Tokyo will contribute with 

nearly $ 3 billion to the Arctic Lng-2 project, one of the largest in the history of Russian-Japanese 

                                                           
16  Sissi Bellomo, “Russia alla riscossa nel gas liquefatto: via libera ad Arctic Lng-2”, Il Sole 24 Ore, 06/09/2019 

(https://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/russia-riscossa-gas-liquefatto-via-libera-ad-arctic-lng-2-ACZxeIi).  
17  “Arctic LNG 2 is another LNG production-related project of NOVATEK”, Novatek.ru 

(http://www.novatek.ru/en/business/arctic-lng/).  
18  “Russia: concluso Forum economico orientale, grande attenzione su mercati asiatici”, op. cit. 
19  “India - Russia Joint Statement during visit of Prime Minister to Vladivostok”, Indian Ministry of External Affairs, 

Vladivostok, 05/09/ 2019 (https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-
documents.htm?dtl/31795/India__Russia_Joint_Statement_during_visit_of_Prime_Minister_to_Vladivostok), cit. 

20  “Prime Minister’s Keynote Address at Shangri La Dialogue (June 01, 2018)”, Indian Ministry of External Affairs, 
01/06/2018 (https://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-
Statements.htm?dtl/29943/Prime+Ministers+Keynote+Address+at+Shangri+La+Dialogue+June+01+2018), cit.  

21  The International North – South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is a 7,200-km-long multi-mode network of ship, rail, and 
road route for moving goods between India, Iran, Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia and 
Europe, aimed at increasing the commercial connectivity between the main cities involved. 

22  Sharanya Rajiv, “India and Russia: Connecting Eurasia And The Indo-Pacific”, The Moscow Times, 10/09/2019 

(https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/09/10/india-and-russia-connecting-eurasia-and-the-indo-pacific-a67220).  
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relations, as stated by the Japanese Minister of Industry, Hiroshige Seko23. Japanese Prime 

Minister Shinzō Abe presented a new proposal for the signing of the peace treaty between the two 

countries, which has been pending since the Second World War. However, Moscow, while linking 

the economic agreements with the signing of the peace treaty and with the resolution of the dispute 

for the Kuril Islands, has assumed in the dossier a more intransigent position dictated – according 

to Putin – by what Russia perceives as a threat related to the US deployment of land-based short-

range attack missiles24. Despite the controversies aforementioned, Tokyo exhibited the largest 

delegation at the Eastern Economic Forum, with 220 members, including many diplomats and 

businesspersons, and obtained important results in the oil field25. 

The second largest delegation of the Vladivostok Forum was the Chinese one, with 183 

members led by the Vice Premier, Hu Chunhua, who attended the Russian-Chinese 

intergovernmental meeting on cooperation and development in the Far East together with Russian 

Deputy Prime Minister Jurij Trutnev. Joint Russian-Chinese projects for the area are intended to 

provide investments of over € 3.5 billion. Alluding to the ongoing trade war, Moscow and Beijing 

have promised mutual support, after announcing, that they feel discriminated on Western markets 

by forms of hostility and unfair competition26. 

Among the other players interested in investing in the Russian Far East, Australia is showing 

growing attention. Following the agreement signed with the local authority and with the Russian 

Agency for the Development of the Far East and Arctic during the Eastern Economic Forum, Tigers 

Realm Coal Ltd – a private Australian company active in exploration and development of mineral 

resources – will invest in the construction of a road artery between the sea port and the 

Beringovsky coal basin (autonomous district of the Chukotka, Russian Far East) and in the 

strengthening of the local airport, as well as in the construction of power generation plants at the 

local coal field. The Australian company is already active in the mine of the coal basin of Amaam 

(Chukotka) and expects to become an important supplier of high-quality coking coal destined to the 

seaborne market, through the development of its assets located near the Bering Sea coast, in 

Chukotka27.  

In this region the “Akademik Lomonosov”, from the beginning of September the world’s first-

ever floating nuclear power plant and the first transportable small-capacity mobile unit started 

mooring at its operating site in the city of Pevek: it is a new-class energy source, based on Russian 

technologies of nuclear shipbuilding, it can produce up to 70 MW of electric energy and it can work 

as part of a floating nuclear power plant. The Akademik Lomonosov was built for the Russian 

regions of the extreme North and Far East, where it will produce energy for industrial structures, 

ports, as well as offshore oil and gas platforms28. 

                                                           
23  Vladimir Soldatkin, Jessica Jaganathan, “Russia ups LNG race with green light on $21 billion Arctic LNG-2 project”, 

Reuters, 05/09/2019 (https://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-energy-novatek-lng/russia-ups-lng-race-with-green-
light-on-21-billion-arctic-lng-2-project-idUSKCN1VQ0IH); “Japan to invest about $3 bln in Russia's Arctic LNG 2 
project – Putin”, TASS, 29/06/2019 (https://tass.com/economy/1066357).  

24  “Ситуация обостровилась до предела”, Kommersant, n. 161, 09/06/2019, p. 1 
(https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4082231?mc_cid=33771fe162&mc_eid=966be4b949).  

25  Vladimir Rozanskij, “Economia e geopolitica eurasiatica al Forum di Vladivostok”, AsiaNews, 09/09/2019 
(http://www.asianews.it/notizie-it/Economia-e-geopolitica-eurasiatica-al-Forum-di-Vladivostok-47951.html).  

26  Ibidem. 
27  “Australia’s Tigers Realm Coal agrees to equip road on Chukotka”, TASS, 05/09/2019 

(https://tass.com/world/1076715?mc_cid=f1b2e3a2e6&mc_eid=966be4b949).  
28  “World’s first floating NPP starts mooring in Russia’s Chukotka”, TASS, 14/09/2019 

(https://tass.com/russia/1078126).  
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Events 

 Russia strengthens relations with Mongolia 

Russia signed a permanent bilateral Treaty on Friendship and Extensive Strategic Partnership 

with Mongolia, raising bilateral relations to a “whole new level”, as stated by Russian President 

Vladimir Putin after arriving in Mongolia on 2 September to attend – together with the Mongolian 

counterpart, the President Khaltmaa Battulga – at the celebrations of the 80th anniversary of the 

joint victory over Japanese forces on the Khalkhin Gol River (1939)29. Together with this Treaty, 

signed on September 3 in the Mongolian capital and drawn up on the basis of the 1993 Treaty 

on Friendship and Cooperation, Moscow and Ulan Bator have also signed ten agreements for 

the development of cooperation in various sectors, including the war on terrorism and 

assistance in trans-regional and border cooperation, as well as a protocol which restores a 2004 

agreement on the cooperation between the Russian and Mongolian governments aimed at 

providing free-of-charge military and technical assistance to Mongolia30. According to the 

Russian presidency, the trade exchange between the two states increased by 21% on an 

annual basis in 2018 and 12% in the first seven months of 201931. A few weeks before the 

event, the “Selenga” Russian-Mongolian military exercises were held at the Munkh Khet training 

camp, involving around a thousand units from the Eastern Military District and as many men 

from the Mongolian army. These joint activities, which are held annually since 2008, were 

initially called "Darkhan" and had a tactical function, but since 2011, they have been renamed 

"Selenga" and focus mainly on anti-terrorism activities32. Russia considers Mongolia as a 

strategic country, with which it shares 3.485 km of borders and where China is investing heavily, 

as well as the United States33, with which Ulan Bator has recently signed a strategic partnership 

agreement34. 

 

 Tajikistan, the Rogun hydroelectric project continues 

During the commissioning ceremony of the generating unit, which coincided with Tajikistan’s 

day of independence (9 September), the Tajik president Emomali Rahmon symbolically 

inaugurated the second turbine of the Rogun project35. This project, renamed “record dam”, 

involves the construction of a rock dam (with a clay core) on the Vakhsh River (Pamir plateau), 

335 meters high, the highest in the world and the most powerful in the region. Once completed, 

the plant should have six 600 MW turbines each and a total capacity of 3,600 MW (the 

equivalent of three nuclear power plants), producing over 17 billion kWh of electricity, doubling 

the country's energy production and contributing to reduce the energy shortage that Dušanbe 

suffers during the winter months36. In this way, Tajikistan would become a potential exporter of 

electricity for the neighbouring countries, acting as a base for a regional energy market going 

                                                           
29  “Putin: Permanent friendship treaty with Mongolia to take relations to new level”, TASS, 02/09/2019 

(https://tass.com/politics/1075968).  
30  “Putin signs indefinite Treaty on Friendship with Mongolia”, TASS, 03/09/2019 (https://tass.com/politics/1076147).  
31  “Mongolia, Russia lift ties to comprehensive strategic partnership”, Xinhua, 03/09/2019 

(http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-09/03/c_138362487.htm).  
32  “Russian, Mongolian troops employ new tactic in Selenga-2019 joint drills”, TASS, 22/08/2019 

(https://tass.com/defense/1074574).  
33  Idrees Ali, “With an eye on Russia, China and a horse, Pentagon chief visits Mongolia”, Reuters, 08/08/2019 

(https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-mongolia/with-an-eye-on-russia-china-and-a-horse-pentagon-chief-visits-
mongolia-idUSKCN1UX2HP); Bolor Lkhaajav, “US Becomes Mongolia’s 5th Strategic Partner”, The Diplomat, 
05/08/2019 (https://thediplomat.com/2019/08/us-becomes-mongolias-5th-strategic-partner/).  

34  “Mongolia's agreement with US will not affect relations with Moscow, Beijing — expert”, TASS, 03/08/2019 

(https://tass.com/world/1071751).  
35  “Tajikistan: Roghun inches forward, but money is scarce”, EurasiaNet, 09/09/2019 (https://eurasianet.org/tajikistan-

roghun-inches-forward-but-money-is-scarce).  
36  “Tajikistan strives to become regional electricity exporter”, Trend News Agency, 11/09/2019 

(https://en.trend.az/casia/tajikistan/3116920.html).  
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from Central Asia to East and South Asia, as called for by the World Bank. The latter, while not 

directly financing the work, subsidized in 2014 the Rogun Assessment Studies, which positively 

evaluate a similar path37. The project, for a total of $ 3.9 billion, is the result of the agreement 

between the Italian Salini Impregilo and the OJSC Rogun Hydropower Project, a company 

controlled by the Tajik government, which coordinates the construction of the work38. The Tajik 

government expects that, once the plant comes into full operation – all the turbines should be 

operational by 2028, despite the fact that the overall project is currently scheduled for 2033 – 

the plant will be able to generate $ 800 million in annual revenues39.   

 

 Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan exchange parts of territory at the border 

In September, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan agreed on an exchange of parts of their territory on 

the border, aimed at facilitating the process of delimiting the border between the two states. In 

the operation, Bishkek will cede an area of over foursquare kilometres that includes the 

Kerkidan reservoir, receiving in exchange an equivalent piece of land near the Kyrgyz village of 

Gulbaar, in the district of Aravan (Osh region)40.  

Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan share a border of 1,387 km, 85% of which has been delimited. In 

August 2018, the two states had mutually accepted a further exchange of territories on the 

border41. Talks on the delimitation of the shared border started and continued with some 

frequency in 2017, after the death of the then Uzbek president Islam Karimov and after more 

than 15 years of stalemate. In September 2017, the then Kyrgyz president, Almazbek 

Atambayev, met his Uzbek counterpart, Shavkat Mirziyoyev, in Bishkek and signed an 

agreement which formalized the demarcation of 1,170 km of shared border (80% of the total). 

This was aimed at avoiding the recurrence of periodic tensions on the border, which re-awoke 

on 10 September with clashes near the village of Kerkidan between the Uzbek border guards 

and some Kyrgyz residents protesting against Uzbek initiatives aimed at enclosing a water tank. 

The bilateral agreement states that the entire area facing the reservoir will belong to 

Uzbekistan, while residents of the Kyrgyz village of Kerkidan will have access to water directly 

from the river that flows through the reservoir42.  

 

 

                                                           
37  “Rogun Hydropower Plant Launching Ceremony in Tajikistan”, World Bank, 16/11/2018 

(https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2018/11/16/rogun-hpp-launching-ceremony-in-tajikistan).  
38  “Rogun Hydropower Project”, Salini Impregilo S.p.A. (https://www.salini-impregilo.com/en/projects/in-progress/rogun-

dam.html).  
39  “Tajikistan: Roghun inches forward, but money is scarce”, op. cit. 
40  Nurjamal Djanibekova, “Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan exchange land in historic settlement”, EurasiaNet, 12/09/2019 

(https://eurasianet.org/kyrgyzstan-uzbekistan-exchange-land-in-historic-settlement).  
41  “Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan agree to swap land on border”, Interfax, 14/08/2018 

(http://www.interfax.com/newsinf.asp?pg=8&id=850523).  
42  “Land exchange between Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan confirmed”, Trend News Agency, 12/09/2019 

(https://en.trend.az/casia/uzbekistan/3117583.html).  
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