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The Italian Presidency of G7-2017 

Today, at world level, the G7 countries do represent only ten per cent of the population, thirty-four 

per cent of exports, thirty-six per cent of imports and thirty-two per cent of GDP, while in 1975, when 

the first G6 summit was convened (Canada still not part of it) in France, they accounted for more 

than fifty per cent of global GDP. Three of the objectives outlined in the budget for the three-year 

period 2016-2018 of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (MAECI), 

relevant to the General Directorate for Globalization and Global Issues, directly affect Sub-Saharan 

Africa, namely: strengthening bilateral cooperation with Sub-Saharan African countries and ensure 

follow-up to the Italia-Africa Initiative (€1,835,137 in 2017 and €1,806,331.00 for 2018); contributing 

to the promotion of peace and security in [...] Sub-Saharan Africa (€1,360,066.00 was allocated in 

2017 and €1,340,862.00 for 2018 under the expenditure chapter of projects funded upon Law 

n°180/92 in regards of the Italian participation in international peace and humanitarian initiatives); 

contributing to the preparation, management and follow-up of the Italian G7-2017 Presidency and 

enhancing the Italian provision to the G20 (€1,229,195.00 in 2017 and €1,209,991.00 for 2018). 

The Italian Presidency of G7-20171, whose Summit took place in Taormina on 26 and 27 May 2017, 

focused on the effectiveness and efficiency of a decision-making meeting at the highest levels of the 

world, while aware of the intrinsic limitations of the Group of Seven as well as of the smaller 

representativeness of such a ‘club’, both due to Russia’s exclusion since 2014 because of Crimea’s 

annexation and to the parallel advancing of the ‘other summit’ – that is the G20, this year under 

German Presidency – patently more representative of the new global equilibrium with an increasingly 

relevant role on the international scene. 

 

The G7 Outreach Africa and the T7 

The G7 Africa is made of related G7 rotating Presidency programmes and documents that explicitly 

concern individual Nations of Africa, African-oriented international, continental and regional 

initiatives, and African cross-cutting issues of common interest. This year, the Italian Presidency of 

the G7-2017 has shown significant perspectives in the outreach exercise towards Africa in the 

resulting seven segments, namely: 

1. The Final Declaration: G7 Taormina Leaders Communiqué. 

2. The G7 Outreach Africa: G7 Summit Chair’s Summary of the Outreach Session on Africa. 

3. The T7 Africa: Final Report on the High Level Panel on ‘G7 & Africa’, outcome of the Think-

Thank Summit (T7). 

4. The G7 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting. 

5. The G7 Exchange and Empowerment Programme for Emerging African Innovation Leaders. 

6. The Infrastructure Consortium for Africa (ICA). 

7. The G7 Declaration on Non-Proliferation and Disarmament. 

As usual, the second day of any G7 summit is traditionally open to other interlocutors and to the 

African outreach. Along with the UN Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, the OECD Secretary 

General, Angel Gurría, the International Monetary Fund Director, Christine Lagarde, and the 

President of the World Bank, Jim Yong Kim, Rome invited for the African counterpart the President 

of Niger, Mahamandou Issoufou, the President of Kenya, Uhuru Kenyatta, the President of Tunisia, 

Beji Caid Essebsi, the Deputy Prime Minister of Nigeria, Yemi Osinbajo, the Prime Minister of 

Ethiopia, Haile Mariam Desalegn, the President of the African Union, the President of Guinea, Alpha 

Condé, the President of the African Union Commission (AUC), former Chad Foreign Minister, 

                                                        
1  As members of the Group of Seven, the following Heads of State and Government attended the G7 Taormina Summit: 

Canada (Justin Trudeau), France (Emmanuel Macron), Italy (Paolo Gentiloni), Germany (Angela Merkel), Japan 
(Shinzo Abe), United Kingdom (Theresa May) and United States (Donald Trump). Moreover, the President of the 
European Commission (Jean-Claude Juncker) and the President of the European Council (Donald Tusk) attended the 
Summit too. See: www.g7italy.it   

http://www.g7italy.it/
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Mahamat Moussa Faki, and the President of the African Development Bank (AfDB), Akinwumi 

Adesina. This year, the choice has fallen on the one hand on Tunisia, representing Mediterranean 

Africa and on the other hand, regarding Sub-Saharan Africa, on Nigeria, Ethiopia and Kenya, in that 

Initiating Countries of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NePAD) that is the African 

Union’s development programme. What is more, the participation of the highest Nigerien authority 

demonstrates the priority focus given to the main transit country – Niger – of almost all migratory 

flows from Sub-Saharan Africa towards Libya, ultimately heading to the Mediterranean. The African 

section of the Italian G7 was articulated according to the habitual outreach exercise towards Africa 

and its continental and regional institutions, as just few days before the G7 Summit in Sicily the 

Italian Foreign Minister, Angelino Alfano, had anticipated: “today more than ever, the cornerstone of 

Italy’s foreign policy action must be towards the Mediterranean and Africa” – said he – at the Africa 

Day 2017, a ceremony of high symbolic value for relations between Italy and the whole African 

Continent, which, on May 25, was held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to commemorate the 

founding in 1963 of the former Organization of African Unity (OAU), now the African Union (AU). 

The May the 27th G7 Summit Chair’s Summary of the Outreach Session on Africa in Taormina, has 

clearly stated that it is crucial to empower the potential of innovation and the role of human capital 

in boosting sustainable and inclusive growth in the Continent. Besides, food insecurity is to be 

referred to as one of the most serious challenges and a key-driver of underdevelopment and forced 

migration. Hence, for a peaceful, secure and stable Africa it is necessary to increase G7 support for 

the training and equipping of local security forces. Again, encouraging political dialogue, enhancing 

preventive diplomacy and strengthening crisis and conflict management are key factors in laying the 

foundations of social and economic development. The crucial role of good governance, the rule of 

law and democratic participation were also pointed out. In order to unlock Africa’s potential through 

innovation and human capital development, it is necessary to strengthen the partnership with African 

countries, so as to: empower the private sector, also by strengthening traditional Small & Medium 

Enterprises (SMEs); promote innovative entrepreneurial systems, while reinforcing the diversification 

of production; reinforce the development of innovative start-ups and their collaboration with 

traditional business, beginning from the sectors of renewables, agriculture, agri-food and services; 

introduce and spread NPR-enabling infrastructures2, such as smart grids and resilient and smart 

logistics infrastructures; strengthen quality employment, through vocational and professional training 

and the development of new skills, especially for youth; empower women and girls and actively 

promote their inclusion in the labour market. 

Last, but not least, Italy has announced its intention to launch a G7 Exchange and Empowerment 

Program for Emerging African Innovation Leaders, a pilot project proposed by Politecnico di Torino 

and Politecnico di Milano and supported by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, so as to contribute 

to developing a qualified generation of African Innovation Brokers (AIBs). 

Furthermore, from 19 to 20 October, the G7 Italian Presidency will host the annual meeting of the 

Infrastructure Consortium for Africa (ICA)3 dedicated to the promotion of integrated infrastructures in 

Africa. 

Actually, within the African segment framework, a major document to look at was the Final Report 

on the High Level Panel on ‘G7 & Africa’, in terms of outcome of the so-called Think-Thank Summit 

(T7)4, held in Rome on May 5, expressly devoted to innovation in Africa. The event convened some 

selected Think-Thank executives from both the G7 countries and Africa, as it follows: the Institute 

for International Political Studies - ISPI (Italy), the Overseas Development Institute - ODI5 (United 

                                                        
2  See infra. 
3  See:  https://www.icafrica.org/en/  
4  See: http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/Think%20Tank%207%20Final%20Report.pdf 
5  See: www.odi.org  

https://www.icafrica.org/en/
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/Think%20Tank%207%20Final%20Report.pdf
http://www.odi.org/
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Kingdom), the Centre for International Governance Innovation - CIGI 6  (Canada), the German 

Institute of Global and Area Studies – GIGA7 (Germany), the Atlantic Council8 (USA) and the Japan 

Centre for Conflict Prevention - JCCP9 (Japan); while the African stakeholders were the Food, 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network - FANRPAN10 (Angola), the Centre for 

Policy and Education - IMANI11 (Ghana), the Policy Centre - OCP12 (Morocco), the Centre for Public 

Policy Alternatives - CPPA 13  (Nigeria), the Initiative Prospective Agricole et Rurale – IPAR 14 

(Senegal), the Organization for Social Science Research in Eastern and Southern Africa - 

OSSREA15 (Ethiopia), kLab16 (Rwanda), and the African Economic Research Consortium - AERC17 

(Kenya). 

 

Innovation, Human Mobility and Food Security in Africa  

In a wider way, particularly innovation, migration and food security are the Italian G7 African issues 

strongly demanded by Rome, right because fully aware of being still far from reaching the zero-

hunger goal, not being able to have made ‘hunger history’ yet, since more than twenty per cent of 

the African population lives in chronic malnutrition conditions. Indeed, the best way to respond to 

this challenge requires increasing African agricultural production, thus reducing poverty through 

innovative formulas, which will be available under the imminent next industrial-industrial revolution18. 

In the long run, such poverty alleviation strategies should help to slow the phenomenon of migration 

to many Africans to Europe. Yet, the link between migration, innovation and food security is no 

coincidence: actually, the basic idea is to consider migration – human mobility – not as a problem, 

rather as an opportunity and a pushing-factor of economic growth. In truth, recent studies show that 

migrants from low-income countries are significantly increasing their revenues, subsequently gaining 

a double positive effect: enriching host societies and devolving a substantial portion of their profits 

into remittances to their families in Africa, thus contributing to the development of their countries of 

origin. As a matter of fact, the insights on the migratory phenomenon that the Italian Presidency of 

the G7 requested showed the need to reverse the communication terms of this very topic to the 

public opinion, since the nowadays predominant narrative arbitrarily conveyed by the international 

media inaccurately presents an alleged north-south exodus outlook, which is not at all the case.  

In reality, as far as Africa is concerned, two-thirds of migrations are internal or intra-African (rural-

urban or between nations of the same region, as in the case of the Economic Community of West 

African States – ECOWAS – where free movement of peoples is allowed by virtue of the abolition of 

visas), while only one third concerns the extra-continental mobility. However, it is also crucial to 

securitize migrations through appropriate strategies, also in order to disconnect the misleading 

perception of associating migrations with violent events such as terrorism, for instance. On human 

mobility, therefore, the Italian Presidency of the G7 considers the following elements of paramount 

importance: shared responsibilities; partnership among and with origin, transit and destination 

countries; investment in job creation, trade, diasporas, and the private sector; protection of migrants; 

                                                        
6  See:  www.cigionline.org  
7  See:  www.giga-hamburg.de/en  
8  See:  www.atlanticcouncil.org  
9  See:  www.jccp.gr.jp/english  
10  See:  http://www.fanrpan.org/  
11  See:  http://www.imaniafrica.org/  
12  See:  http://www.ocppc.ma/  
13  See:  http://cpparesearch.org/  
14  See:  http://www.ipar.sn/  
15  See:  http://ossrea.net/  
16  See:  https://klab.rw/  
17  See:  http://www.aercafrica.org/  
18  See infra. 

http://www.cigionline.org/
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/
http://www.jccp.gr.jp/english
http://www.fanrpan.org/
http://www.imaniafrica.org/
http://www.ocppc.ma/
http://cpparesearch.org/
http://www.ipar.sn/
http://ossrea.net/
https://klab.rw/
http://www.aercafrica.org/
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and the valuable and positive impact of migration in terms of demographic, economic, cultural 

contribution. 

 

The Next Production Revolution (NPR) 

As the Italian Sherpa, the Ambassador Raffaele Trombetta, affirmed, a sharp objective of the 

Taormina Summit was to build the foundations of a renewed confidence according to a three-axis 

planned approach: firstly, citizens protection and so human mobility and the fight against terrorism19; 

secondly, economic, environmental and social sustainability and the reduction of inequalities thus 

climate change, health and equal opportunities; thirdly, innovation, skills and job creation at the time 

of the Next Production Revolution (NPR), in other words, the features of ‘Jobs 4.0’, as presented by 

the OECD in its May report20, which will be the subject of some in-depth discussions during the G7 

Innovation Week in Turin (September 25 - October 1) as well as at the G7 Industry / ICT Ministerial 

Meeting on 25-26 September. The Next Production Revolution (i.e. NPR), or Fourth Industrial 

Revolution (FIR), which, expected by no later than 2030 and much faster compared to earlier 

industrial revolutions, will be driven by the spread of new technologies and new production 

processes, like the Internet of Things, robotics, biotechnologies, nanotechnologies, new materials, 

3D print, artificial intelligence and data-driven production. It is then desirable for political decision-

makers to monitor labour market transformations and provide timely regulations for effective 

management in the areas of education, labour mobility and regional development, as the 

dissemination of new technologies are going to call for a rationalization of training systems, inasmuch 

the acquisition of digital skills is set to become even more crucial. 

 

The G7 Taormina Leaders Communiqué and Africa 

Among the Summit official documents21 the main one – the G7 Taormina Leaders Communiqué, or 

‘Final Declaration’ – emphasized the aspect of human mobility, which entails an emergency 

approach for refugees and a long-term one for migrants. Hence, the G7 Countries’ Heads of State 

and Governments have recognized the need to support refugees as close to their home countries 

as possible, and enable them to return safely to and help rebuild their home communities. In the 

Final Declaration, it is also stated “we agree to establish partnerships to help countries create the 

conditions within their own borders that address the drivers of migration, as this is the best long-term 

solution to these challenges. We also acknowledge that States share a responsibility in managing 

the flows; in protecting refugees and migrants, and safeguarding the most vulnerable of them, such 

                                                        
19  In an attempt to respond to citizens’ concerns about their own safety at home and abroad, the Italian Presidency has 

conveniently placed in the international agenda two factors: the prevention of terrorism and the on-going crises, 
especially in Sub-Saharan Africa, as the forerunner of migrations across the Mediterranean. 

20  See: OECD, the Next Production Revolution: Implications for Governments and Business, OECD Publishing, Paris 

2017. See: http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/science-and-technology/the-next-production-revolution_9789264271036-en 
and also: http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/75056536-
it.pdf?expires=1501486526&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=7EED4C2502D118EAE2DA905F8738845E  

21  These are the main official documents of the Taormina Summit: 

 G7 Taormina Leaders  Communiqué: 

http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/G7%20Taormina%20Leaders’%20Communique_27052017.pdf 

 G7 Summit Chair’s Summary of the Outreach Session on Africa: 
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/G7%20TAORMINA%20CHAIRS%20SUMMARY%20AFRICA_0.p
df  

 G7 Roadmap for a Gender-Responsive Economic Environment: 
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/Gender%20Roadmap.pdf 

 G7 People-Centered Action Plan on Innovation, Skills and Labour: 

http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/Action%20Plan.pdf 

 G7 Taormina Statement on the Fight Against Terrorism and Violent Extremism: 
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/G7%20Taormina%20Statement%20on%20the%20Fight%20Again
st%20Terrorism%20and%20Violent%20Extremism.pdf 

http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/science-and-technology/the-next-production-revolution_9789264271036-en
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/75056536-it.pdf?expires=1501486526&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=7EED4C2502D118EAE2DA905F8738845E
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/75056536-it.pdf?expires=1501486526&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=7EED4C2502D118EAE2DA905F8738845E
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/G7%20Taormina%20Leaders'%20Communique_27052017.pdf
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/G7%20TAORMINA%20CHAIRS%20SUMMARY%20AFRICA_0.pdf
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/G7%20TAORMINA%20CHAIRS%20SUMMARY%20AFRICA_0.pdf
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/Gender%20Roadmap.pdf
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/Action%20Plan.pdf
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/G7%20Taormina%20Statement%20on%20the%20Fight%20Against%20Terrorism%20and%20Violent%20Extremism.pdf
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/G7%20Taormina%20Statement%20on%20the%20Fight%20Against%20Terrorism%20and%20Violent%20Extremism.pdf
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as women at risk, adolescents, children and unaccompanied minors; and in enforcing border control, 

establishing returns schemes and enhancing law enforcement cooperation.  

These are essential instruments to reduce irregular or illegal migration and to fight migrant 

smuggling, human trafficking and exploitation, and all forms of slavery, including modern slavery”. 

As far as food insecurity is concerned, the Final Declaration reaffirms the collective aim to lift 500 

million people in developing countries out of hunger and malnutrition by 2030, as part of a broader 

effort involving other partners as well as international actors. There is a deep concern about the 

devastating levels of food insecurity, fuelled by conflicts and instability, already resulting in famine in 

parts of South Sudan and in the serious risk of famine in Somalia and North-Eastern Nigeria and 

affecting more than 20 million people on the whole. While stressing the global dimension of the food 

insecurity and malnutrition challenge, the G7 recognizes that urgent action is needed for the most 

part in Sub-Saharan Africa, the region with the highest percentage of undernourished people, deep 

rural and urban poverty and particularly large movements of people, and where more than two-thirds 

of the Least Developed Countries (LLDC) is located. 

The G7 Taormina Leaders Communiqué devotes a whole paragraph to Africa, in which it is argued 

that: “Africa’s security, stability and sustainable development are high priorities for us. Our goal is 

indeed to strengthen cooperation and dialogue with African countries and Regional Organizations to 

develop African capacity in order to better prevent, respond to and manage crises and conflicts, as 

regards the relevant goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. A stable Africa means 

a stable environment for investment. In this regard, we note the forthcoming launch by the EU of the 

External Investment Plan (EIP)22 as an important tool to boost investment in the continent, as well 

as the envisaged G20 Partnership Initiative with Africa and the investment pledge made at the Tokyo 

International Conference for African Development (TICAD VI)23. It is also important to continue our 

efforts to expand reliable access to energy in Africa. Unlocking Africa’s potential requires 

empowering millions of people through innovation, education, promoting gender equality and human 

capital development. Decent employment, better health services, and food security will also 

contribute to building a more resilient society in a rapidly changing world. We aim to work in 

partnership with the African continent, supporting the African Union Agenda 2063, in order to provide 

the young generation in particular with adequate skills, quality infrastructures, financial resources, 

and access to a sustainable, prosperous and safe future. Such advances also promise to help reduce 

migratory pressure, relieve humanitarian emergencies and create socio-economic opportunities for 

all”. 

 

  

                                                        
22  The European Commission is about to launch an ambitious External Investment Plan (EIP) to encourage investment 

in partner countries in Africa, to strengthen our partnerships and contribute to achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), helping addressing some root causes of migration. Part of the EIP is the new European Fund for 
Sustainable Development (EFSD) as a financing mechanism to support investments by public financial institutions and 
the private sector. 

23  For the purposes of an inclusive and innovative development, these will be the decisive factors: the G20 efforts, under 
the current German Presidency, to set up a Partnership with Africa through a better financial and regulatory framework; 
the European Commission’s efforts to deploy the European External Investment Plan (EEIP); some specific Country-
led initiatives, such as the investment pledge made at the VI Tokyo International Conference for African Development 
(TICAD); the African Union Smart Africa initiative, also supported by the African Development Bank, which could 
contribute to introducing NPR-enabling quality infrastructure in cities and rural areas. 
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The Ministerial Meetings of the Italian Presidency of G7-2017 

 

 
 

 

 

The G7 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting and Africa 

Africa has been the focus of two other meetings organized by the Italian Presidency of the G7-2017, 

namely the G7 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting and the G7 Declaration on Non-Proliferation and 

Disarmament. Actually, in the Joint Communiqué of the G7 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (Lucca, 10-

11 April 2017), continuing countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism in accordance with the 

indications provided by the Action Plan adopted at the Ise-Shima G7 Summit in Japan in 2016, it is 

argued that […] “We will strengthen cooperation to monitor cross-border foreign return fighters by 

exchanging information and evidence in cooperation with Middle East, Central Asia, North Africa, 

Sahel, Horn of Africa”. About the Sahel and Lake Chad Regions, the aforesaid Joint Communiqué 

states that: “We are concerned about the situation in the Sahel region. The Peace Process in Mali 

is always of particular importance not only to restore peace in the country, but also to the need for 

serious terrorist threats, increased organized crime and migratory flows throughout the Sahel region. 

We appeal to all parties involved in the Malian peace process so they can work constructively 

towards the full realization of the Algiers Peace Accords. We praise and continue to support the 

efforts of Sahel and the Chad Lake Basin countries in the fight against terrorism and organized crime 

through increased regional cooperation such as the Sahel G5 Process and the Multinational Task 

Force against Boko Haram. The United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in 

Mali (MINUSMA) and the European missions in the framework of the European Common Security 

and Defence Policy (CSDP) are the main actors to ensure greater regional stability. We welcome 

the initiative of the G7-AU on Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) Control in the Sahel, aimed 

at promoting synchronized efforts by donor countries, regional organizations and beneficiary 

countries. We congratulate the results achieved by the Oslo Conference on the Chad Lake Region 

of 23-24 February 24  and we encourage further contributions needed to alleviate the terrible 

humanitarian situation and the creation of an advisory group to promote preventative actions and 

stabilization measures for the region”.  

                                                        
24  See: Oslo Humanitarian Conference on Nigeria and the Lake Chad Region: 

http://oslohumanitarianconference2017.org/  

http://oslohumanitarianconference2017.org/
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More generally, for Africa, the Communiqué shows that the G7 supports joint efforts and partnerships 

with African nations to promote democratic governance, security, stability, trade and the 

development of the continent. The African Union and the Regional Organizations in the continent 

are seen as equal partners to work with as to promote inclusive coordination through mutual dialogue 

and policy harmonization. Furthermore, the G7 Declaration on Non-Proliferation and Disarmament’s 

chapter on regional challenges regarding proliferation, specifies that in the struggle against the 

destabilizing effects of Small Arms and Light Weapons, the key area of the G7’s commitment will 

remain the Sahel25 and North Africa. 

 

Analysis, assessments and forecasts 

Along the lines of the Italian Presidency of the G8-2009, Italy is making use of the G7-2017 

Presidency, in order to alert partner countries of the importance of strengthening the political 

dialogue with African governmental and intergovernmental counterparts precisely by means of the 

outreach exercise, of investing in Africa’s economic growth in the light of the next industrial revolution 

and of stabilizing African crisis areas, not only in order to better manage intercontinental human 

mobility, but also to contain migratory flows’ proportions that from Africa through the Mediterranean 

go to Europe. In fact, Rome shares with the other G7 Member States’ Capitals the downsizing of its 

strategic value, due to the most representative role played by the this year Berlin-led G20, which has 

also put Africa at the centre of the international agenda. Yet, compared to 2009, there is some 

reduction in the scope of the initiatives launched, as demonstrated, for example, by the absence of 

an Accountability Report. 

 

 

                                                        
25  In a more detailed way, in the chapter on Conventional Weapons, including Light Weapons and Small Arms, it is stated 

that: “We take note of the efforts made by the States concerned, particularly by the African continent, in the fight against 
illegal arms trafficking, fuelling armed violence in their respective regions and we are ready to support them promptly. 
We welcome the G7-UA initiative on Small Arms and Light Weapons Control (SALW) in the vast Sahel area, aimed at 
promoting synergies between donor countries, regional organizations and beneficiary countries”. 


