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Russia China and the United States have three different strategies on Europe and in particular the 

European Union (EU). 

Since World War II, the United States is the main "security umbrella" for Europe. With the election 

of Donald Trump as 45th president of the United States, it is stated that these relationships may 

change, but in reality the promises and the claims made in the presidential electoral campaign must 

then face the “checks and balances” of the United States administration and the “realpolitik” of 

international relations. 

During the presidential electoral campaign, President Trump has ignored the EU, welcoming the 

British referendum on Brexit and showing sympathy for the then leader of UKIP, Nigel Farage. 

President Trump also criticized NATO, calling it "obsolete" and wondering whether it is worth invoking 

Article 5 of the Washington Treaty collective defense clause in case of a Russian aggression against 

NATO countries in Eastern Europe. 

However, the new secretary of defence, General Mattis, reaffirmed the importance of NATO and of 

United States presence for the European defence. Similarly, after taking office, President Trump has 

reformulated its claims just asking the European allies to invest more on defence. 

President Trump still considers Brexit as very positive and in the visit to Washington of Prime Minister 

Theresa May on January 27, 2017, Trump stated that "the Brexit is going to be a wonderful thing" 

for the United Kingdom, while Prime Minister May has confirmed that Mr.Trump strongly supports 

NATO, thus reaffirming the special relationship between Washington and London.1 

President Vladimir Putin, on the other hand, continues to project its influence on Eastern Europe, 

particularly on Ukraine, threatening neighboring countries such as Poland and the Baltic States, as 

well as to control the eastern Mediterranean by supporting Assad regime in Syria. 

Some analysts say that Putin's strategy in Europe would be even subtle, and that he would aim to 

elect politicians close to Russian interests in the major European countries. For example in France, 

Russia would be launching a campaign of disinformation against the socialist presidential candidate 

Emmanuel Macron, so as to support candidates François Fillon and Marie Le Pen, who are both 

more favorable to Russian interest. 

China has no territorial interests in Europe, of course, but it is pursuing "peacefully" economic 

interests by means of foreign direct investment in companies of European countries, including 

companies considered of strategic sectors, such as electricity or mobile operators in Italy. 

There was much discussion about Trump’s sympathy for Putin, but this has not yet been confirmed 

by actual facts. Showing esteem does not mean building a partnership. There are common interests 

in fighting terrorism and ISIS. President Trump has not lifted sanctions to Russia for Ukraine yet, but 

he said that these could be lifted in case Russia joins the forces in the war on terrorism and ISIS. 

After criticizing the "one China” policy, by calling the president of Taiwan, Trump said he was ready 

to cooperate with China. 

Some analysts suggest a possible strategy for Trump might be to conclude an agreement with 

Russia against China. The United States could, for example, leave a free hand to Putin on Ukraine 

and Syria, by demanding solidarity in the Asia Pacific region against Chinese influence. In addition 

to realpolitik, this strategy is suggested be the need for discontinuity with President Obama's policy 

of rapprochement with China. Some think it might instead be a revival of the "triangular diplomacy" 

in reverse.  

 

                                                 
1  Barney Henderson “Donald Trump tells Theresa May: 'Brexit is going to be a wonderful thing for your country' as two 

leaders hold hands at White House” the Daily Telegraph, 28 January 2017  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/01/27/theresa-may-meets-donald-trump-white-house-live/  
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In the early 70s, President Richard Nixon and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger worked for 

rapprochement with China against the Soviet Union, and Trump could in turn get closer to Russia 

against China.2     

An American rapprochement to Russia, however, could raise protests from Eastern European 

countries, in particular Poland, which is the most influential among them, as well as having 

traditionally a very powerful lobby in Washington. 

Finally, some observers have coined for Trump's political leadership in the United States, Putin in 

Russia, Xi Jinping in China and Erdogan in Turkey the neologisms "Trumpism", "Putinism" or better 

"nostalgic nationalism”.3 

The author is against the generalization on political leaders of very different countries, and political 

and cultural traditions and he believes that these are just oversimplifications. This is because the 

"checks and balances" of both constitutional and cultural nature do not allow to revolutionize radically 

political traditions and alliances within a few months. This at least would not happen in an established 

democracy like the United States. It could be different for Putin, Xi Jingping and Erodgan, who have 

shown to be very keen on modifying constitutional norms, as in these countries executive power 

faces just a weak legislative power. However their global strategies are derived from the national 

interests, or personal, and not an "ideal" community of interests.     

 

 

                                                 
2  Cfr.: Vladislav Inozemtsev “This is what a deal could look like between Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin” The 

Independent, 3 February 2017, http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/trump-putin-us-russia-deal-syria-ukraine-what-it-
might-look-like-a7561056.html; Nicole Gaouette “Why Trump's tweets favor Russia over China” CNN, 5 January 2017 
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/01/04/politics/donald-trump-russia-china/  Simon Tisdall “Donald Trump attempting to play 
Nixon's 'China card' in reverse” the Guardian, 12 December 2016 https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news/2016/dec/12/donald-trump-us-china-relations-taiwan-nixon;   

3  Gideon Rachman “Trump, Putin, Xi and the rise of nostalgic nationalism” the Financial Times, 2 January 2017 
http://www.ft.com%2Fcontent%2F198efe76-ce8b-11e6-b8ce-
b9c03770f8b1&usg=AFQjCNGearxyOiZQod7yNKw5CVslVdtGUQ ; Akhilesh Pillalamarri “Trump, Putin, Xi, and the 
Return of Kingship” The Diplomat, 19 January 2017 http://thediplomat.com/2017/01/trump-putin-xi-and-the-return-of-
kingship/   
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