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Early general elections of 8 June 2017 resulted in a "hung parliament" deadlock, which ended 

with the reconfirmation of Theresa May as Prime Minister. It is now more clear the political situation 

that must lead to Brexit. 

The new UK government was formed on 26 June, thanks to the support of the Democratic 

Unionists Party of Northern Ireland (DUP). 

It will be the May government, if there are no other surprises, to negotiate with the European 

Union (EU) the terms of Brexit, within the deadline of March 2019, according to the ruling of Article 

5 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU ). 

The EU (Withdrawal) Bill was formally approved in March 2017, but the parliamentary vote on 

the entry into force of the "Great Repeal Bill" provides for a second reading in the British Parliament. 

The second reading was voted on the night of 11 September 2017, with 326 votes in favor and 

290 against. The DUP took its 10 votes, while the Labor Party had ordered to vote against, but seven 

MPs voted in favor of the law and 13 abstained, thus challenging Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn. 

Corbyn position as Labour leader had been just strengthened by general elections in June. 

The situation is even more complicated by these difficulties of the government. 

The "Great Repeal Bill", of which the EU (withdrawal) Bill constitutes the legal form, will repeal 

the European Communities Act of 1972, the Act of Accession to the then European Economic 

Community. As a result, all European legislation adopted by the United Kingdom will have to be 

examined by the Parliament case by case to confirm or repeal. 

In fact, EU (withdrawal) act rule to: 

1. Abolish the European Communities Act and restore British sovereignty over the rules already 

adopted. 

2. Convert European rules transposed into ordinary British norms, at this point the British Parliament 

may amend or abolish these norms on a case-by-case basis. This ensures the seamless 

application of laws, while waiting for them to be revised. 

3. Give the government the power to issue decree-law on transposed European rules so that these 

rules can be amended more quickly. 

The latter is the so-called "Henry VIII clause" that allows the government to approve up to 

1,000 decree laws without passing them for parliamentary approval. 

The Minister for Brexit David Davis assured the Parliament that the government decree will be 

limited in time and its arrangements will have to meet Parliamentary prerequisites. 

This process will go far beyond the deadline of March 29, 2019, which still concerns relations 

between the United Kingdom and the EU. In the words of the Minister for Brexit David Davis, the EU 

(withdrawal) Act should assure British citizens of the continuity of the application of the rules. 

As the first case of withdrawal from the EU, the British case will be a precedent for any other 

case. 

In fact, the majority of public opinion is no longer in favor of Brexit, but the process seems to 

have been started. 

Meanwhile, negotiations with the EU are continuing, though, according to EU chief negotiator 

Michel Barnier, there are falling back rather than progress on the EU financial agreement that is the 

first EU dossier to be dealt with. For the European institutions, until the financial agreement is 

resolved, trade and the single market will not be examined. 

The British Home Office document leaked to the Guardian and that imposes a very restrictive 

plan on the free movement of European citizens, was not welcomed by the European institutions.  
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The plan requires not just an identity card but a passport for the entry of European citizens into 

the United Kingdom, and it restricts the immigration of European citizens by affirming "British" 

preference in the job market and restrictions on family reunification of European citizens already 

residing in the United Kingdom. 1 

Barnier is also opposed to the UK proposal to suspend the customs union and the single 

market between the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. This would put an economic 

question on the Northern Ireland border, which adds to the security issue. Barnier said that the UK 

could not use Ireland as a test or worse as a tradeoff for its negotiation on the European single 

market.2 

The defence sector has not yet been dealt with in the negotiations. However, in the UK it arises 

an idea to revise White Paper on Defence, the Strategic Defense and Security Review (SDSR), 

which was published in 2015 by the Cameron government. 

With the victory of Brexit in the June 2016 referendum, the issue of a revision of the SDSR had 

been raised. This was because the forecasted military spending could be affected by a decline in 

GDP following Brexit. Initially, it was decided to confirm the commitments of the SDSR and to finance 

them through savings to be identified in the folds of the defence budget. 

However, by surprise the government announced a revision of the SDSR on 20 July 2017, on 

the eve of Parliament's closing for summer holidays. The demand for further state budget cuts, which 

cannot be absorbed through savings and fundraising, coupled with the sharp devaluation of the 

Pound against the US dollar and Euros, makes it more expensive to buy US or European military 

equipment. This makes it necessary a review of SDSR commitments, which could be ready for 

November 2017, in anticipation of the submission to the Parliament of the request for the new 

defence budget. 
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