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The first half of 2017 witnessed a "change of the guard" in two major countries such as the United 

States and France. The presidential elections in the United States have led to the election of Donald 

Trump, as the 45th president of the United States, while Emmanuel Macron won over Marie Le Pen 

in the ballot of French presidential election. 

Both new presidents represent a “step change”: Trump is totally new to politics, so that he is not 

considered as organic by the Republican Party of which he was the presidential candidate. Macron 

has been already the very young, minister of economy and finance of President Hollande 

administration, he left the Socialist Party and created a new "En Marche" party that has undergone 

a strong electoral success. 

The two presidents are expected to be the future of the political protagonists in all fora involving 

European countries, including the European Union, NATO and the G20. 

Trump's new course on Europe mainly concerns two positions: the withdrawal of the United States 

from the Paris Declaration on Climate of December 2015 and the request to increase defence 

budgets according to the target of 2% of GDP. 

At the G20 in Taormina, on 1 June 2017, the announcement of the withdrawal of the United States 

from the climate agreement triggered a European reaction through an official statement appearing 

at the G20. It was signed by the Italian President of the Council, Paolo Gentiloni, by Chancellor 

Angela Merkel and President Macron. In response to President Trump's proposal to conclude a new 

agreement, President Macron declared that there was nothing to be renegotiated in the Paris 

agreement. 

As far as defence budgets are concerned, as many times reported already by the writer, there has 

been a growing upward trend since two years, both because of terrorism and the Ukrainian crisis. 

The target of 2% of GDP for defence budget is met four European countries only (Estonia, Greece, 

Poland and the United Kingdom), for all the others it remains an objective to be aimed at, just a 

trend. For example, if Germany is supposed to meet the 2% target, Germany would have to spend 

more than 65 billion euros per year. For this, Chancellor Merkel announced a gradual increase in 

defence budgets, but she stated that it would consider the 2% target in the light of a simple upward 

trend. 

France is the exception to the rule of defence upward trend, because President Macron has 

approved the cut proposed by the Ministry of the Economy and Finance of 850 million euros to the 

French defence budget, which amounts to 32.7 billion euros for 2017. The initiative has been 

motivated by the need to meet the parameters of the Stability Pact, which rules that the deficit / GDP 

ratio shall not exceed 3%. 

However, the cut resulted in the resignation of the French chief of Defence, gen. Pierre de Villiers. 

President Macron had actually announced in the election campaign an increase in the defence 

budget to reach 2% of GDP by 2025, equaling 50 billion euros, excluding the voice of military 

pensions, considering that "ancient combatants" constitute a very large item in the French budget. 

Macron's decision was taken a few days after President Trump's visit to Paris on July 14, 2017. 

During the Cold War, there was an entire branch of the "Kremlinologists" who studied the Soviet 

ruling class members appearing at or disappearing from the annual parade of May 1st, now there is 

an intense study of handshakes between President Trump and President Macron.1 

Starting from the NATO summit in May 2017, when newly elected Macron, skipped President Trump 

so as to greet Merkel, who for Macron was "the most important person in the room".  

                                                           
1  Katie Reilly “See the Evolution of Donald Trump and Emmanuel Macron's Awkward Handshakes” Time magazine, 14 

Jul 2017. http://time.com/4856558/donald-trump-emmanuel-macron-handshake-evolution/  

http://time.com/4856558/donald-trump-emmanuel-macron-handshake-evolution/
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Considering the tensions of Chancellor Merkel with President Trump, the action seemed to want to 

mark a position. Soon afterwards there were the aggressive and energetic handshakes at the G20 

summit. To end with the warm greetings of President Trump’s visit in Paris on Bastille's day. 

President Macron, like Sarkozy, is supposed to have a more favorable approach to the United States, 

but, on the other hand, foreign and defence policy is a matter of national interest and, with the due 

exceptions; this is out of friendships or interpersonal relationships.  

President Trump’s visit to Paris has perhaps indicated that president Macron’s France will be US 

privileged partner in Europe, instead of Merkel's Germany. This is because, in the United Kingdom, 

despite the "special relationship" binding the two countries, Prime Minister May will have trouble to 

play its traditional role as she is very committed to the negotiations for Brexit for the next two years. 

Even in choosing France, Trump marks a new course in US foreign policy. 

 


