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Russia and the US have long compared the strategic hegemony of the South Eastern European 

region during the past 20 years. This comparison has seen various times and through various 

phases as a function of the historical events of South Eastern Europe. Phases which initially saw 

the process of dissolution of Yugoslavia, in which Russia has supported the same idea of the 

geopolitical project Yugoslavian against the assumptions of dismemberment, and which are 

subsequently continued in the season of frozen conflict, which have retained a number of latent 

conflicts to this day, for more than 20 years after the end of the Yugoslav conflict. 

The US, at the same time, have maintained a substantial political hegemony approach on hard 

security in the region, while reducing its commitment and starting a disengagement strategy.  

This void was partially filled by the action of the European Union and even seemingly distant 

countries like China have gradually built its own base of influence for its own regional leadership 

 

China: the South Eastern Europe as a first chain of the corridor Black Sea - Baltic Sea - 

Adriatic 

Less obvious and more complex is instead the China approach to the region. Beijing, on the one 

hand seeks to develop priority connections with individual countries such as Greece, which has 

mainly affected the value like with which to build, through investments in port facilities, an 

advanced logistics base inside - or close to - dell 'European Union on the other side tries to build a 

strategic approach as much as possible regional or pan-European region, with which groped to 

balance the political and economic weight of the European Union. In this view it should be 

considered the initiative of the 16 + 1 with which Beijing has hired a sizable and heterogeneous 

group of countries of Eastern Europe, Central Eastern Europe and the Balkans. An initiative that 

comes down from the Baltics to the Balkans, including EU countries, EU / NATO countries and 

countries that have no significant relationship with the West. China's approach to South Eastern 

Europe do not therefore reflect the classic geopolitical lines of the other powers which have an 

affirmative role in the region, the US, Russia, EU, Turkey. The Chinese approach to South Eastern 

Europe from the Baltic to the Black to the Adriatic Sea, can be explained from various points of 

view. 
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A first reason is related to the enormous economic differential and existing industry between China 

and the many countries that make up the region. Suffice it to say that, as regards the South 

Eastern Europe, except for Romania, each of the countries of the region has a GDP lower than 

that of Luxembourg. Obviously, the economic weakness of the region is only one aspect in the 

pursuit of a "block" approach to this part of Europe. The most significant reason is geopolitical 

concerns and the great strategic project named One Belt / One Road, the initiative that aims to 

connect China with Central Asia and Europe through the Balkans, which represent the first ring of 

this important Euro-Asian connection channel. China's priorities in this area are therefore related to 

the financing and construction of North-South infrastructural axes, along an axis that connects the 

lower Adriatic ports, the Aegean and the Black Sea with the Baltic. An integration on logistics and 

geopolitical axis which is partly different from that followed by the European integration, which 

follows a development West - East. This has caused more of a suspect by the European initiatives 

on the Chinese, to the point that countries belonging to the EU did not use financial measures and 

offers of cooperation from China, is a political choice to prefer the one financed by the EU, both for 

their most difficult compatibility with European law. The European Union is concerned, especially in 

times of crisis the EU project and the difficulties in the enlargement perspectives, that China can fit 

into a geopolitical vacuum that would find fertile ground especially in those countries of the Balkans 

and South Eastern Europe that I'm late in the path of European enlargement or balanced between 

the West and Russia. 

 

Serbia, a crossroads between the EU, Russia, China 

Serbia is the country of the region that has most grown in a Piò or less balanced the threesome 

between the EU, Russia and China. It is indeed EU candidate country in the European Union, 

which the country sees as a key policy objective. At the same time ties with Russia they are strong, 

albeit often contradictory. The conflict in Kosovo with NATO and the US foreign policy have 

strengthened relations with Russia, both in political key that energy. It is also the country of the 

region with the strongest relationship with China, which considers it as a pivot country in the 

Balkans in the Silk Road Project. This role was confirmed by the visit of Chinese President Xi in 

Belgrade last June, a visit of historic proportions, the first by a Chinese president for 30 years now 

lasted three days. Despite Belgrade and Beijing have maintained strong relations since the 

nineties, when Beijing launch its diplomatic support action of a Serbia politically isolated from 

Europe in the context of the Yugoslav conflict, relations between the two countries take off in 2009, 

when stopped a strategic partnership agreement between China and Serbia which led to 

investments of Chinese capital of about $ 1 billion, mostly in the energy and infrastructure sectors 

 

 


