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Since 1989, the international system has begun to witness a high number of conflicts compared 

to the Cold War. Many of these conflicts occurred post-1989 are linked to the implosion of two state 

systems, Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. Since the fall of USSR and SFRY (Socialist Federal Republic 

of Yugoslavia), a very large number of new successor states have emerged, many of them through 

a process of violent secession, which resulted in secession or permanence of frozen conflicts within 

the new secessionist republics. In the case of Yugoslavia, with the exception of Montenegro, all the 

breakaway new states experienced internal conflicts or civil wars as a direct or indirect consequence 

of the process of secession. Of the fifteen post-Soviet states, at least four of them have seen a 

significant deterioration of the internal security situation and/or the explosion of conflicts related to 

the continuation of Russian influence in the new independent states. Armenia, Georgia, Ukraine and 

Moldova still have ongoing conflicts. This group of 21 new born states derived from Yugoslavia and 

Soviet Union, strategically located between Europe and Asia, made up a geopolitical area with the 

highest concentration of geostrategic tensions internal to or near the Euro-Atlantic enlargement 

space and more generally in the neighboring European region. 

Within this vast and diverse area, the region between the Adriatic Sea and the Black Sea 

represent the most unstable and strategic area for Europe, both in terms of geographical proximity 

and because it is crisscrossed many, if not all the energy pipelines directed toward from Russia or 

other potential geo-political suppliers from the Middle East.  

The conflicts in this neighboring European area represents a legacy of the post-cold war. Some 

of them have been resolved; others are still latent others could escalate in return. These conflicts 

are changing their geopolitical significance because of the transformation of the pan-European 

security background. In fact, they were born out of a completely different security context, they have 

survived a decade of geopolitical transformations in Eastern Europe today, and now they are re-

emerging immersed in a completely transformed context that could give new significance to these 

geopolitical relics. The main transformation occurred is represented by the weakening of the Euro-

Atlantic expansionist project and the rise of alternative (if not explicitly antagonists) political and 

military power centers. This could change the features of those frozen conflicts that have not been 

resolved in the past two decades. 

Due to the tendency of the globalized international context to interconnect the areas of the world with 

low levels of security and statehood, the many unsolved conflicts related to the dissolution of the 

USSR and SFRY are progressively interconnecting with a second block of territorial and power 

conflicts that are centered around the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East. Although many 

of these have a very long history, that sometimes goes back of many decades, the region 

experienced its 1989 in the year 2003, when the United States opted for a military conflict in Iraq 

with the intention to produce a regime change. This activated a process of de-structuring of the 

Middle East that is still ongoing and that, with the migration and foreign fighters’ flows, has reached 

Europe through the Balkan route. This still ongoing conflict that may redraw the borders of the Middle 

East has not yet been concluded. It mainly invests the area between Iraq and Syria with a highly 

destabilizing spill-over for Turkey, Lebanon, Iran and Jordan. The emergence and collapse of the 

Islamic State in this region has been one of the geopolitical consequences of these processes. 

A third group of conflicts consists of those developed in the Maghreb and North Africa that 

produced or derived by the so called Arab Spring. In general, they are characterized by the failure 

of the "regime change" processes initiated through the modernization of the societies, strongly 

supported and driven politically by the West by other socio-economic forces activated by 

globalization.  
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The authoritarian regimes of this region usually have low legitimacy and inefficient soveregnity and 

are hardly able to withstand massive pressures from the societies, as happened in the Arab Spring. 

The changes produced by these up-rise and revolutions, however, have hardly been able to 

modernize and democratize the existing institutional and social structures, and the countries affected 

have become, in general, even more unstable and incapable of controlling the internal security 

situation.  

These are the three main groups of crisis around the European political space, running from 

the Black Sea to Gibraltar. This arch of crisis has now its pivot in the Eastern Mediterranean and in 

Turkey its central geopolitical actor. It is interconnected with the tensions and instability coming from 

the Sub-Saharan Africa region, evident from, the magnitude of the irregular migratory. Libya is 

nowadays the central space of these interconnections of insecurity between the Mediterranean 

space and sub-Sharan space. The Turkey-Middle East interconnection and the Libya-Sub-Saharan 

Africa interconnection have considerably shifted and enlarged to the south and South East the space 

of security concern of European societies, bringing as internal security issues many external threats  

It does not seem to us that the perception of these conflicts, many of them of asymmetric 

nature, is an exaggeration of the media. Indeed, the media tend to ignore and underestimate the 

wide range of security threats that collapse around European borders, and which only marginally 

and superficially fall under the radar of mass information. Such incumbent and latent conflicts should, 

first of all, be addressed within the context of the European CSDP. One of the tasks of the Italian 

foreign and security policy should be to push for a greater commitment of the European Union in 

these areas of crisis, especially in those regions most closely linked to the area of national interest. 

 

 

 


