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It had been just a week after the referendum day in Catalonia when, on October 6, other ballots 

have been opened on the occasion of a consultative referendum on independence of a part of a 

nation state in Latin America: it was the regions of Paraná, Santa Catalina and Rio Grande do Sul 

in Brazil that organized the second edition of Plebisul, an informal referendum - promoted by the «O 

Sul é or Meu País» movement - to make the southern States of Brazil independent from the rest of 

the country. The reasons for demanding independence are exquisitely economic: the southern 

regions have better economic performance and, according to Plebisul members, a new independent 

state could manage better that the Brazilian State these resources avoiding corruption (a problem 

that seems to affect the whole Brazilian political class).1 The first edition was held last year when just 

over 600 thousand voters (on 21 million of people entitled to vote) had gone to the ballots expressing 

an overwhelming majority in favour of independence. This year the organizers' hopes were to exceed 

one million votes: in practice, participation decreased by 40% and everything seems to have returned 

to normal.2 These levels of participation have brought to mind the moment when the independence 

movement of the São Paulo region, "São Paulo Livre", in 2014 promoted another informal 

referendum for independence. Even in this last case, very few citizens expressed their own vote. 

The cases of the independence movements of Bolivia and Venezuela are quite different.  

In both countries, in fact, there are separatist movements fighting for autonomy for some regions 

abundant in hydrocarbons (in particular gas and oil): these are the four departments of the so-called 

«Crescent» in Bolivia (Santa Cruz, Tarija, Beni and Pando) and of the Zulia region in Venezuela.  

As far as the Bolivian case is concerned, in 2008 the «Crescent» regions called a series of 

referendums to legitimize the demand for independence with the popular vote. These referendums, 

however, were not recognized by President Evo Morales. In Venezuela, on the other hand, the Zulia 

area has repeatedly undergone the queries of former President Hugo Chávez to limit the rise of well-

organized independence movements. In Bolivia, as in Venezuela, however, the independence 

movements have entered the Manichaean vortex of the national political system: in this sense, by 

the sole fact of opposing the presidencies of Morales and Chávez, the separatists were branded as 

those who «practice mismanagements, and not politics [...] [those who] do not accept the new 

political leaders who are committed to serving the people».3 This populist rhetoric, of course, is 

strictly connected with anti-US positions: the promoters of independence, in fact, were presented as 

a sort of «alienated, antinationalist fifth column» used by the United States.4 Both independence 

compulsions seem silent, till now, despite news that come from Catalonia. 

A different analysis should be made for the timid claims of independence of Easter Island in 

Chile. In light of the Catalan events, in fact, Pedro Edmunds, mayor of Easter Island, renewed the 

request for autonomy (threatening independence) from the Chilean State. To achieve this goal, 

Edmunds argued, there are «two roads: the first is the UN road, through the Decolonization 

commission [...] the other path is [that] [...] of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, so 

that the latter can help us to start a mediation» with the Chilean government.  

                                                        
1  The programmatic platform can be downloaded from the "Sul livre" website, available online at 

https://www.sullivre.org/carta-de-principios/, last access 9/10/2017. 
2  For the calculation of votes, see the Plebisul web page available online at http://plebisul.sullivre.org/Resultado/Index, 

last access 9/10/2017. 
3  The cite comes from a discourse made by the former Bolivian President, Evo Morales. «No aceptan indígena de 

presidente», in BBCmundo, 23/04/2008 [available on line at 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/latin_america/newsid_7361000/7361728.stm, last access 10/10/2017]. 

4  The cite comes from a discourse made by the former Venezuelan President, Hugo Chávez «Impulsa Estados Unidos 
un proyecto separatista en Venezuela: Chávez», in La Jornada, 11/05/2007 [available on line at 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/latin_america/newsid_7361000/7361728.stm
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These are claims of a different kind in both ways and tones. And not only. The inhabitants of the 

island, continues Edmunds, claim the recognition of the existence of «an oceanic people, originally 

from Polynesia, but Chilean»5. These are very different clams from those previously seen also for 

other reasons. First of all, it should not be forgotten that the Chilean Republic - unlike Brazil, 

Venezuela and Bolivia - does not have a Federal state organization. Which, of course, grants less 

autonomy to local organizations. There is, then, a geographical aspect that cannot be put aside: the 

Easter Island is more than 7 thousand kilometres from the capital, Santiago de Chile. 

In Latin America, to conclude, the compulsions towards autonomy and independence are 

manifold but extremely limited. If in most cases they are thrusters whose nature is exquisitely 

economic, there are some in which these have been politicized to such an extent as to undermine 

national governments. 

 

 

                                                        
5  M. Espinosa C., «Alcalde de Isla de Pascua: ‘La independencia rapanui es una opción’», in DiarioUchile, 5/10/2017 

[available on line at http://radio.uchile.cl/2017/10/05/alcalde-de-isla-de-pascua-la-independencia-rapanui-es-una-
opcion/, last access 10/10/2017]. 

http://radio.uchile.cl/2017/10/05/alcalde-de-isla-de-pascua-la-independencia-rapanui-es-una-opcion/
http://radio.uchile.cl/2017/10/05/alcalde-de-isla-de-pascua-la-independencia-rapanui-es-una-opcion/

