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It has been six months since the beginning of Donald Trump’s Administration. The new 

administration was received by the Latin American public opinion and by the Latin American ruling 

classes, in an interlocutory way. During the electoral campaign, in fact, Trump took every opportunity 

to criticize Obama foreign politics. With this intention, these attacks also concerned the hemispheric 

foreign policy, with particular reference to the openings toward Cuba and to the relations with Mexico. 

In both cases, the weakness of the action of the then President Obama was stressed: for what 

concern Cuba, Obama was shown until too much obliging Trump and his entourage claimed, while, 

in the case of the relations with Mexico, President Obama failed to give the proper consideration to 

the migratory matter. According what was announced by Trump entourage during the electoral 

campaign, the beginning of Trump Presidency would have given start to a real 'Copernican 

revolution' in the Inter-American relationship. A 'Copernican revolution' that would not only have 

involved Mexico and Cuba but that would have brought to a politics economic protectionist and very 

more rigid in migratory subject. 

Nowadays, however, the facts don’t follow these strong words. It is self-evident that six months seem 

to be a weary of very brief time to be able to elaborate an exhaustive review, mostly on a so sensitive 

subject as the foreign policy. Nevertheless, some tendencies can be recorded that, in these first 

months of Presidency, have marked the Inter-American relations and that will probably mark them 

in the future. 

Frankly, the discourse of Trump toward Latin America is not changed. The clean words pronounced 

against the Castro regime and for the construction of the Wall on the border between Mexico and 

United States are also continued after the polls close. In this view, one can read the reaction of 

Trump to the political crisis that Venezuela is living. A few days after the referendum announced by 

the opposition to Maduro last 16 July, the President of the United States has claimed that «the 

Venezuelan people again made clear that they stand for democracy, freedom and rule of law» and, 

he continues «Yet their strong and courageous actions continue to be ignored by a bad leader who 

dreams of becoming a dictator»: a position, this, fortified by the threat of «strong and swift economic 

actions.» in the case in which « the Maduro regime imposes its constituent assembly on July 30».1 

To now, however, there is hardly anything at all, other than declarations. With a clever line, Francisco 

Rodríguez-Jiménez, from the columns of the Spanish newspaper «El Mundo», has said «to preach 

is not equivalent to sow»2: to the oral vehemence, in fact, doesn't seem to be followed by a more 

energetic political action. On the contrary, the President of the United States always manifests a 

great interest toward different sceneries rather than Latin American arena, for instance the Middle-

East or East Europe. And then, one can only remember what happened during the administrations 

of George W. Bush that, after the attack in the Twin Towers of 9/11, when he overshadowed the 

Inter-American relationships privileging those with the Middle East: in that conjuncture, the relations 

between the United States and Latin America Countries purely assumed an economic nature. 

This was accompanied by a growth of the consensus picked up by Latin American political 

movements characterized by a strong anti-Americanism: these were the years in which the fiery 

protest against the reunion of States American organized in Argentina, in Mar del Plata, grew up.  

                                                        
1  M. Haberman e E. Londoño, «Trump Administration Is Weighing New Sanctions Aganist Venezuela» in New York 

Times, 18/07/2017 [available on line at https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/18/world/americas/trump-administration-

sanctions-venezuela.html. 
2   F. Rodríguez-Jiménez, «Trump, o el John Wayne que algunos americanos llevan dentro … (III)», in El Mundo, 

5/05/2017 [available on line at http://www.elmundo.es/blogs/elmundo/americracia/2017/05/05/trump-o-el-john-wayne-
que-algunos.html. 
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In this case, the then President of Venezuela, Hugo Chávez, with the entourage of the whole 

politburò of the Latin American anti-Americanism (in which there were the President of Bolivia, Evo 

Morales, and Diego A. Maradona, among the others) pronounced a famous indictment against the 

American proposal to create an American Area of free market. 

Today, however, the situation is changed: the anti-Americanism (as the populism with which it often 

conjugates in the Latin American scenery) seems to be passed of fashion. To the smaller American 

interest toward the Latin American Countries, it seems to correspond to a great attention of the latter 

towards other Countries (such as, China and Europe) and a strong propensity toward the regional 

economic integration. This is demonstrated, for example, by he general interest that has received 

the Alliance for the Pacific in Latin American scenario. 

 

 

 

 

 


