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Donald's Trump arrival to the White House aroused the interest of many analysts convinced that new 

opportunities can be opened for other world powers (China and Russia, in primis) in Latin America. 

In such sense, as "Deutche Welle" claimed interviewing the Brazilian political scientist Olivier 

Stuenkel, what appears to be one "lack of a politics specification of Trump for the region" could have 

"the consequence [of] a new increase of the Chinese influence, as it has already happened with the 

government of George W. Bush."1 The reality, however, is very composite and the relationship 

among United States, China, Russia and the Latin American countries are diversified. In first place, 

the commitment and the activism of China and Russia in this area preceded so much to the recent 

election of Trump. Secondly, the Countries of Latin America showed different propensities to draw 

near to one of these global leaders rather than to another.  

In third and last place, the inner political balance within the Latin American region is quickly changing: 

one can think that up to ten years ago Venezuela and Brazil had had a pivotal role that a today's day 

they seem to have lost. 

The beginnings of the XXI century had allowed a strong connection between China and Latin 

America. The high rates of Chinese economic growth and the necessity of supplying such a process 

with commodities pushed Peking to increase its own activism in the economies of the Latin American 

Countries. In the last years, however, the decrease of the Chinese economic engine caused a 

diminution of the Chinese appointment in the area. The perspectives for the future seem to be 

different. Last November, the Chinese President, Xi Jinping, has visited Ecuador, Peru and Chile 

signing around forty commercial agreements. It was the third visit in Latin America from when, in 

2013, Xi Jinping has assumed the presidency. After his return in Peking, a document on the 

investments that China wanted to undertake in Latin America has been diffused. The plan of action 

seemed to be eclectic. There are eight sectors on which China foresees to start the international 

agreements: politics, economy, commerce, society, culture, international cooperation, peace and 

security. The basic idea is, as Xu Shicheng (director of the institute of Latin American Studies of the 

academy of the Social Sciences in China) sustained, that to start a new horizon of international 

relationship: while before "the commercial model founded on the exports of raw materials, [...] in the 

future it will direct toward the high technology and high-value-added manufactures."2 The Chinese 

declared that the goal is become the first commercial partner for the Latin American countries in the 

next 15 years3. 

Different it is the case of Russia. For some aspects, once can find a constant increase of Russian 

commerce toward Latin America even if for dimension and for typology today it succeeds in 

competing with the United States and China. The government of Moscow, on the other side, doesn't 

stir only on commercial matters. From one side, it continues, in fact, to reinvigorate strategic alliances 

with Latin American Countries that have used the anti-Yankee rhetorical: one need only think of 

Bolivia, of Nicaragua, of Cuba and of Venezuela. From the other side, it tries to increase its own 

influence on the area.  
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In September 2015, in fact, Russia and the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States 

(Celac) had signed an agreement in order to create a Permanent Mechanism of Political Dialogue 

and Cooperation with the purpose of intensifying the relationship on commercial and investment 

subjects but also of cooperation and exchange of expertise4. In this context last November Russia 

and Celac have reached an agreement on a program of formation and exchange of "experiences of 

success" in city security, counter-narcotic struggle, professional formation of the diplomatic service 

and prevention of natural disasters5. 

There is, also, the case of the United States. The impression that has been emerging for the first 

weeks of the Trump administration reveals a lack of vision of unity to coordinate the Us action toward 

Latin America. Meanwhile, some resolutions took by the New-President (one can see, for instance, 

the decision to build a wall on the Mexican border) gave new lifeblood to the anti-Us rhetoric and the 

political movements that more use it. Always following the Mexican example, in this regard, the 

surveys of the next presidential elections notice an great increase of the popular consensus toward 

the populist leader, Andrés M. Lopéz Obrador6. Contrarily, leader as Mauricio Macri in Argentina or 

Pedro P. Kuczynski in the Peru are moving in the attempt to start a constructive dialogue with the 

Donald Trump’s USA: the first one searching of a legitimation for "to act as 'reliable interlocutor' of 

the region with the rest of the world"7; the second, instead, stirs i for starting a collaboration with 

Trump to face the cases of corruption in Peru8. 

The international relationship of Latin America is arranging in consequence of a double change: the 

first one is inside the region, where the balance among various Latin American States are changing; 

the second concerns, instead, the political and economic changes in the international system.  

The opportunity that this situation grants to the Latin American leadership is, therefore, manifold.  

It is not said, then, that the Latin American Countries would and could draw advantage from it. 
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