
SPEECH OF THE ITALIAN CHIEF OF DEFENCE ON TRANSFER 
OF AUTHORITY (TOA) CEREMONY OF ISAF SECTOR-WEST 

BETWEEN THE ITALIAN ARMY BRIGADES  
‘AOSTA’ AND ‘SASSARI’  

 

Authorities, distinguished Guests, , Media representatives,  
 
On behalf of all the military of the Italian Armed Forces, I am proud to be here today, 
greeting the AOSTA Brigade, after six-months deployment, and welcoming the 
SASSARI Brigade, ready to jump in. 
 
The presence of the Italian Ambassador Pezzotti, the COMISAF (General USMC 
Dunford) and the Commander of 207th (two o seven) Army Corps of the Afghan 
National Army (General Jahed1) – is a real honour and a proof of the importance of 
our commitment here. 
 
I want also pay a reverent tribute to all our fallen comrades (ISAF coalition and 
Afghan) that lost their lives as well as all the civilians died and injuried for the 
freedom and the peace of this beautiful country.  
 

I would like to pinpoint the major steps forward achieved so far as a result of a 
successful “Teamwork” involving Central and Local Institutions, ISAF Coalition 
Forces and Population.  

 
A “Team” running steadily in the right direction, with a significant evolution: our 
Afghan Allies more and more in the lead.  
 

We are admired by the daily achievements of the Afghan Forces and I want to praise 
our Afghan friends for the outstanding determination and strive they demonstrate in 
believing and responsibly facing the challenge for the renaissance of their Country.   
At the same time, we feel eager to stand ready to fill their few remaining gaps and to 
grant them a continued, concrete and flexible support.  
 

“Pride” for the job done is also the sentiment of every member of the AOSTA 
Brigade, who operated under the Command of Brigadier General Michele Pellegrino.  
You have operated with professionalism, flexibility and extraordinary sense of 
partnership showing an amazing ability to perform under difficult conditions, driven by 
your dedication and cohesion. 
 
 

                                                            
 



The list of your accomplishments during the last six months is the best evidence of 
your contribution to ISAF.    

 
First of all You have completed the transition to the Afghan Forces with the transfer 
of 5 ISAF bases.  

You carried out an intense advising and training in favor of the 207th (two o seven) 
Afghan Corps and the Afghan National Police consolidating new capabilities,  in the 
use of combat engineer units, Counter IED, helicopters and flight controllers.  

 
The high number of Afghan instructors now available, more than 470 in combat 
engineering, on the pave of the “train the trainers” concept, shows the increasing 
ANSF autonomy and makes these new abilities lasting and enduring. 
 

In addition, several projects have been completed in the fields, among others,  of 
Education, Public Health, Roads & Transports and Human Rights. As a result of the 
daily PRT activity, new Schools, Medical Centres, Institutional buildings are now 
available to the Afghan Community.  

 

General Pellegrino, men and women of AOSTA Brigade, in Navy slang “BZ”! Which 
means “very well done!” You belong to the finest tradition of military service. The best 
tribute of gratitude paid to the many who either lost their lives or suffered injuries for 
this noble cause!  

 

Soldiers of the SASSARI Brigade! … Your well known and historical courage and 
determination, stemming from the superb performances of your fathers and grand 
fathers in the last two World Wars and confirmed by all the outstanding achievements 
of the Brigade in the more recent years are Your best palmares for the victories to 
come.    

 
A lot has been achieved here, but You will face a crucial moment of the campaign, 
where an additional and determined (I won’t say “RESOLUTE”!) effort is required. 
Among those challenges, I want to highlight: 

- the important step, next April, of the Presidential and Provincial Councils 
elections, as they will be run “first hand” by the Afghans; 

- the closure of the Italian Provincial Reconstruction Team in Herat – the last PRT 
in RC-West  after 9 years of excellent work (since March 2005); 

- last but not least, the progressive “retrograde” of our forces, in accordance with 
NATO plans, thus granting a persistent protection  and an effective handover with 
the ANSF filling all their remaining capability  gaps. 

-  

The harmonic result of all those tasks could be summarized in a change in posture of 
our presence in the Country, backing the Afghan Forces even after the transition 
itself.     



 

 

General SCOPIGNO! My beloved “Dimonios”!  

 
A few days ago, in Solbiate Olona, prizing the NATO Rapid Deployable Corps – Italy 
“welcome back” from Kabul, I underlined that even your individual contribution can 
make the difference in realizing a better Afghanistan. Now it is important to continue 
the momentum of the campaign and support the Afghan National Security Forces. 
I am sure that each and every one of you is ready and eager to take up this 
additional demanding challenge, with the right spirit of camaraderie, generous 
support and unwavering collaboration…. always inspired by your motto: “FORZA 
PARIS!” (All Together! In Sardinian slang). 

 
 


