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Salam alaikum, good morning to all of you and a warm welcome to today’s transfer of 
authority ceremony  as we transition Regional Command West from one great commander 
to another. Thank you for joining us and we appreciate all of you taking the time out of 
your busy schedules to share this important day with us. 

A special welcome to those who traveled from distant locations, especially all of our 
ambassadors, Admiral Binelli Mantelli, General Dunford, Lieutenant General Ali, Governor 
Wahidi, Major General Jaheed, Satta, Nugee, Wendel, Wolski and all other general 
officers, command sergeants major Booker, Vimoto and all other command sergeants 
major, other distinguished guests, our afghan security forces partner, our NATO partners 
and most importantly our regional command west team. Thanks to all of those who had a 
part in putting this ceremony together. 

A special thanks to those service members on the field today – from the colors guard, to 
the band, to the troop formation – you look and sound fantastic. Please join me in a round 
of applause to recognize these warriors for a job well done. 

I would like to take a moment to remember the more then fifteen thousand afghan national 
security forces members who gave their lives for the betterment of Afghanistan during this 
past year and the more than three thousand coalition service members who made the 
ultimate sacrifice since 2001. Each and every one  them and their families will forever be in 
our thoughts and prayes. 

Today is another historic day as we transition regional command west as we know it for 
the final time. We are extremely fortunate that Brigadier General Michele Pellegrino served 
with us as the commander for these past 6 months. He is a dedicated leader who led this 
regional command in making notable accomplishment throughout the west. Michele 
successfully managed to coordinate and synchronize forces from nine different nations to 
further assist his ANSF partners in improving security and economic development in his 
area of operation. That was by no means an easy task and is an accomplishment all in 
itself. 

Under Michele’s leadership this coalition team made a significant impact throughout the 
four provinces that comprise regional command west. With the help of coalition forces, the 
afghan national security forces successfully took full responsibility for security. Together 
they have developed a capable and independent fighting force that is clearly in the lead for 
all security operation. 

The afghan national security forces continue to improve their security efforts throughout 
this area of operation. We know this to be true not because the coalition says so , but 
because the people of Farah, Gor, Bagdhis and Herat provinces say so. The 207Th corps 
has successfully decreased the level of enemy activity over the past 6 months by 
executing one operation after another. 



They have successfully kept the pressure on the enemy and have prevented them from 
making any progress in discrediting the afghan government. The enemy has been 
unsuccessful in taking control of any districts or cities. Most notable is the overwhelmingly 
successful security operations executed to enable the afghan people to register to vote. 

The Afghan national security forces worked effectively and independently of coalition 
forces to secure  registration sites throughout the region this past fall. They demonstrated 
to the afghan people that they could provide the protection necessary to hold a transparent 
and credible election. This same level of competency will allow the people to return to the 
voting centers in April to cast their votes without the fear of the enemy. 

These tremendous achievements in security have allowed the government of Afghanistan 
and this region’s provincial governments to focus on economic development, rule of law 
and the upcoming elections. The opening of the Herat civil airport in 2015 is a significant 
step towards progress and a sign of growth and advanced economic development for the 
future. 

Two major road projects will improve the ability to transport commercial goods to and from 
herat and the surrounding areas. These projects provide the opportunity for employment 
and will significantly increase commerce and growth within the region. Over time the 
international community will begin to utilize these new resources to enable the expansion 
of local businesses and commerce throughout the western region of Afghanistan and this 
region will eventually become a part of the global economy. 

The Salma dam will increase agricultural production by properly managing water 
distribution within the region. The Herat forensic laboratory will assist in the phenomenal 
efforts towards the continued development of rule of law capabilities. This laboratory will 
boosts evidence-based operations in order to assist the judicial system in prosecuting the 
enemy’s horrific crimes against the populace. 

I applaud all of you for your combined efforts in working together for the betterment of this 
country. Thanks to the leadership of Brigadier General Michele Pellegrino, Regional 
Command West has set the conditions for a safe and secure election. Michele – thanks fro 
a job well done. You will be missed by all of us. 

As we say farewell to one great leader we welcome another. brigadier general Manlio 
Scopigno is a an experienced leader and a no stranger to combat zone and war torn 
countries. He has selflessly served in challenging positions in Somalia, Bosnia, Kosovo, 
Macedonia, Lebanon  and now Afghanistan. 

He understands the difficulties that lie ahead and I am confident that he and his team will 
continue to build up upon the successes this region has already achieved. Hombre – we 
look forward serving with you and all of your team during this challenging and decisive 
year. We also look forward to seeing more good things to come from regional command 
west. 

Thanks again to all of you for attending today’s ceremony. We deeply appreciate all of the 
coalition incredible work toward creating a peaceful Afghanistan. Each and every one of 



you have represented your respective countries extremely well. Your sacrifices have been 
for the betterment of others and that is something to be proud of. 

And back to Michele and his team – good luck to all of you in your future endeavors and 
thanks again for what you have done to enhance both this region and this organization. 

We look forward the coming months and the opportunities that await our new team in the 
near future. We look forward to continuing our relationship with our afghan partners and 
working together for the good of all of Afghanistan. 

“MAKE IT BETTER” AFGHAN STRONG!!  

  

  


